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“Economic Justice” 


We have just read the February Bulletin of the 
National Religion and Labor Foundation, head- 
quarters in New Haven, Conn. We do not ask our 
readers to take our judgement of this Bulletin. We 
suggest that they secure it and read it for them- 
selves. 


This particular bulletin is a report of the meet- 
ing of the Southern Conference, held in Atlanta, 
Ga., and in our judgement, if it is to be taken at 
its face value it is one of the most ominous move- 
ments we have read of in this country. 


First, the editorial report of the meeting is blas- 
phemous, Under the title, ““Pentecost In Atlanta,” 
among other things it states: “There assembled a 
group fully prepared for whatever Pentecost of 
faith and hope might come as they spoke and 
prayed and broke bread together ... It came— 
it came quietly yet with tremendous power. It was 
as authentic as the first Christian Pentecost in 
Jerusalem; as authentic as the ancient Pentecost 
of Israel. For here the Holy Spirit—by whatever 
name one might wish to call it—actually de- 
scended, filled the room, kindled inspired speech 
and opened every mind to understanding.” 


Secondly, the entire programme is an appeal to 
class strife and hatred. Laborers are spoken of as 
the ‘“‘victims of the contemporary tragedy.” The 
farmers and workers of the South are told they 
“do not share in the wealth they produce” and 
further that Southern economy is under the ‘“‘con- 
trol of monopolistic corporations and dominant 
families,” ‘“‘we are all threatened by the autocratic 
and monopolistic concentration of power.’”? They 
desire ‘fa more democratic and equitable distribu- 
tion of the power and wealth now concentrated 
in so few hands” and their programme is to: 
“Organize the common people—workers into trade 
unions, farmers into progressive farmer unions, 
consumers into consumers’ leagues and  co- 
operatives, etc. Maintain the threatened right and 
power of organized labor, including the right to 
bargain on an industry-wide basis—so important 
to elimination of present wage rate differentials 
(including racia] differentials). A strong, intelli- 
gent labor movement is our greatest hope for de- 


— — — | 


mocracy and security,” etc., etc’ Finally, “We call 
on religious individuals and organizations to work 
with labor and other progressive groups for this 
programme.”’ 


In the third place. Absolute elimination of all 
racia] distinction was practiced and urgently at- 
vocated as future policy. Only the visionaries or 
those with a deliberate policy of confusion can ai: 
vocate such a policy in the South where in some 
sections there are more Negroes than Whites. 


Finally, the entire programme is one to make the 
Church a tool of certain labor groups, One looked 
in vain for a plea for the Church to bring capital 
and labor together through faith in Christ and an 
adherence to His teachings. Instead, it was a pro 
gramme of bringing “organized religion and orgar 
ized labor’ together. 


This writer believes there are great inequalities 
and injustices in the economic world. We also be 
lieve some of the outstanding labor leaders ar 
definitely Communists and others are sympathetie 
to foreign ideologies. We believe it is the cleat 
duty of the Church to preach against sin, wherever 
it is found. At the same time we feel Christian 
leaders who participate in a meeting such as the 
one held in Atlanta, are in grave danger of ur 
wittingly sharing in a programme which goes II 
finitely farther than they think. Some of the met 
who write in that bulletin use terminology which 
did not have its origin in America or the Americal 
way of life. 


The fact that three Southern Presbyterians at 
mentioned among the partial list of sponsors 15 2 
itself disquieting. 


When men write as these have written in this 


bulletin and when they set up the objectives the) 


have set up, it is the part of wisdom to look under 
the surface. We believe Christians and the Chur 


can find more effective fields of eeeerer. “3 


Who Dictrosts Whom? 


President J. Harry Cotton, of McCormick se! 
logical Seminary, was the recent Sprunt . Som 
at Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. vee 
quotations from this able and distinguished ! 
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‘n the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., are given in 


‘the March 17 issue of The Presbyterian Outlook. 


One quotation is as follows: “Some _ belated 
parts of the Protestant Church still have their in- 
errantly inspired Scripture and their pretentious 
systems of doctrine. Until the Church acknow- 
ledges its misuse of authority, and penitently con- 
fesses the pretentious inclusion of its own partial, 
finite human perspective under the cloak of God’s 
authority, it is not likely to allay this distrist. 
Until the Church renounces its human certainty 
and points unambiguously beyond itself to the 
Word of God, the fact of God’s speaking, the sec- 
ular mind is quite right in distrusting the Church. 
Our only certainty is the assurance of faith, a 
faith which is ‘in Christ.’ ”’ 


We repudiate with Dr. Cotton any doctrine of 
an infallible Church, whether Roman or Protes- 
tant. Our Confession of Faith is clear on this 
point: “All synods or councils since the apostles’ 
times, whether general or particular, may err, and 
many have erred: therefore they are not to be 
made the rule of faith or practice, but to be used 
as a help in both.” (Chap. XXXI, Para. ITI). 


Yet we are disturbed by some of Dr. Cotton’s 
express statements as well as by the implications 
of some of his statements. We stand with all the 
ministers and members of our Church who believe 
in “inerrantly inspired Scripture.’’ We stand there 
because we believe that that position is Scriptural 
and that it also has fewer difficulties than any 
other position on inspiration. We also believe the 
— of Faith favors this position above any 


We also believe from the heart that while the 
words themselves of the Confession are certainly 
not inspired as the Bible is inspired, yet there is a 
faithful exposition in the Confession of the sys- 
tem of doctrine taught in Holy Scripture, We 


vowed in ordination that we accepted that system 


of doctrine, Dr. Cotton speaks disparagingly of 
“pretentious systems of doctrine.” Does he not 
thus slight his and our Presbytertan tradition? Or 
does he not slight the Lutheran tradition? These 
two churches are the outstanding éxamples in Pro- 
testantism of adherence to rather elaborate creeds. 


Then, what does. Dr. Cotton mean by _ the 


“Word of God?’”? Does he hold the popular neo- 
reformation view that the Bible contains in places 
the Word of God, i.e., the record of God’s having 
spoken at times to men, but is not itself the Word 
of God? Have we no objective assurance in the 


Bible itself? Are we shut up only to a subjective 


‘assurance of faith?” 


Dr. Cotton is dealing with a question of para- 
mount importance, the question of the seat of au- 
thority in religion. He justifies the secular mind 
in distrusting the Church for assuming a false au- 
thority. So far as we are concerned, at a time 
when we are considering union between the Church 
In which he is a leader and our Church, his quota- 
tion strengthens our: distrust of the doctrinal cli-' 
mate of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. We 
ook in vain for the view that was held by Charles 
1 odge, B. B. Warfield and J. G. Machen, intel- 
rant giants in the Presbyterian Church in the 

.A., who found rest and satisfaction in an “in- 
“rantly inspired Scripture” and a noble system of 
doctrine, —C.N.W. lil. 
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The Federal Council And 
David Lilienthal 


In the March issue of this Journal we carried 
an editorial objecting to the Federal Council’s en- 
dorsement of Mr. David Lilienthal to. head the 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission. 


Dr. Cavert has catergorically denied that the 
Federal Counci] has endorsed Mr. Lilienthal al- 
though he states that the Federal Council is on 
record as approving of the Lilienthal-Atcheson re- 
port on atomic energy. 


Our editorial was based on a news broadcast 
from the Columbia Broadcasting System and a 
Washington report from the Associated Press, both 
of which stated that the Federal Council was one 
of 21 organizations endorsing Mr. Lilienthal. 


We have letters from the Columbia Broadcasting 
System and the Associated Press stating that their 
information came from a news release given out 
on February 16 by Rev. A. Powell Davies. Mr. 
Davies is out of Washington and his secretary 
states that he will write as soon as he returns. 


In the meantime we accept Dr. Cavert’s state- 
ment that the Federal Council has not endorsed 
Mr. Lilienthal personally. Just where the difference 
comes though between endorsing an individual and 
endorsing a secular report gotten out by an indi- 
vidual we are still unable to explain. The Federal 
Council is certainly becoming more and more in- 
volved in issues which are governmental, economic 
and political. —L.N.B. 


Which — A Or BP 


Here are two brief poems, which we shal] de- 
signate “A” and “B.” 


“God doth not need 
Either man’s work. or His own gifts. His state 
Is kingly; thousands at His bidding speed, 
And post o’er land and ocean without rest: 
They also serve who only stand and wait.” 


‘Christ has no hands but our hands 
To do His work today; 

He has no feet but our feet 
To lead men in His way.” | 


Concerning these two poems we have several 
questions to ask. Which is the better poetry? Well 
“A” is John Milton’s Sonnet on His Own Blind- 
ness. “B”’ is by some unknown author whose work 
certainly does not surpass that of the great Milton. 


Which is the better theology? Which is more 
honoring to God? Which is more humbling to man? 
Our Confession says: 


-“God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessed- 
ness in and of Himself; and is alone in and of 
Himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of 
any creature which He hath made.” 


Which is more Biblical? “Then Mordecai bade 
them return answer unto Esther ... If thou al- 
together holdest thy peace at this time, then will 


-relief and deliverance arise to the Jews from an- 
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other place, but thou and thy father’s house will 
perish.” “The God that made the world and all 
things therein, He, being Lord of heaven and 
earth ... is not served by men’s hands as though 
He needed anything, seeing He Himself giveth to 
all life and breath and all things.” Cf., also Mal- 
achi i and Matt xxi:33-46. | | 


Which accords more with current thinking? 
When our boys were commissioned did they re- 
ceive their offices on the ground that the United 
States had no hands but theirs to use? Or did they 
know that half out of their classes were being 
flunked? Were they told that since they were in- 
dispensable they should take every means of sav- 
ing themselves, or were they told to lead their 
men remembering that if they fell better men 
than they were prepared to take their places? If 
America took the position that she had plenty of 
men and was able to expend as many as needed 
for the purposes of victory, is it proper to repre- 
sent God as more limited and constrained than 
America? Isaiah says that compared with the Lord 
of hosts the greatest nations are but as the small 
dust of the balance and as a drop in a bucket. 


Whose hands led Paul to Christ? Peter’s? 
John’s? James’? Or did not the Lord Jesus have 


still other “hands?” Did He not personally inter- 


vene and save Paul without the hands of any pre- 
vious disciple? May He not do so again? God is 
Jehovah of Hosts, the angelic bands stand atten- 
dant at His slightest nod, legions of angels do His 
bidding, the forces of nature are at His behest, 
the powers of evil are limited by His will. He 
doeth His will in the armies of heaven and among 
men and none can stay His hand or say Him nay. 


The Lord of heaven and of earth has mani- 
fested His grace and love in Jesus Christ and has 
honored us by enrolling us in His shock troops 
with which He fights His battles. He has counted 
us faithful, giving us the privilege of carrying the 
immortal tidings of His Gospel in our mortal 
hands. Let us rejoice in this honor, let the trust 
He has bestowed be our stimulus. But let us not 
misstate His plentitude of power, His all-- 
sufficiency. Let us not limit Him to our puny 
hands, our wayward, faltering feet. —Wm.C.R. 


A Word Of Appreciation 


To The Committee On 
Christian Relations 


In the February issue of The Bridge the new 
Committee on Christian Relations proposed its 
statement of principles. In the March Ist issue of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal we asked for 
two detailed amendments, namely, that the terms 
“Christ’s Ideal’? in Paragraph 2 be changed to 
“Christ’s Word” and that “the ideals of Christ’ 
in Paragraph 5 be changed to “the teachings of 
Christ.”” We submitted these requested amend- 
ments in a letter to Dr. John H. Marion, Jr., the 
Director, and have had a cordial response from 
him stating that the amendments requested in The 
Journal have been agreed to by the Committee. In 
the same letter we asked for two additional 
changes and are greatly pleased to hear that the 
Committee has also made one of these two 
changes. They have changed the phrase that Christ 
is “the only Revealer of God” to one that states 
He is “the supreme Revealer of God.” The open- 
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ing phrase in Hebrews states that God has spoken 
in diverse portions and manners in times past by 
the prophets, but in these latter days through His 
Son. Christ is the supreme Revealer of God anj 
the only Revealer of the Father, but hardly the 
only Revealer of God. (Cf. also Psalm xix:1), We 
note with pleasure this disposition on the part of 


the new committee to consider changes seriously 


proposed with reasons given and the evident puwr- 


‘pose of the Committee to be representative of and 


to seek to speak for the whole Church rather than 
just one segment of the same. We are brethren 
and such courteous and considerate treatment 
strengthens the ties of brotherhood. On our part 
we. assure the Committee of our willingness to 
await the outcome of experience and observation 
and make no further effort at this time to preg 
the fourth request which they did not see fit to 


- grant. May God bless the Committee with His wis 


dom and guidance in their difficult task! 
—Wnm. C. R. 


Exception Is Taken To Pronouncements © 
: Of The Federal Council 


A resolution expressing severe criticism of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America 
was passed at the 116th Convention of the Epis 
copal Diocese of Alabama. A_ special Diocesan 
Committee was also appointed to study the pubii- 
cations and pronouncements of the Federal Council 
and its representatives and to inform all church 
people of the Diocese thereof. The resolution reads 


as follows: 


“Whereas, many churchmen in the Diocese of 
Alabama have become vitally concerned over the 
content, opinions, and pronouncements on eco 
nomic and political matters published by the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
of which the Protestant Episcopal Church is a 
member; and | 


‘“‘Whereas, the said Federal Council, its officers 
and employees, profess to represent 27,749,967 
communicants of its member churches which in- 
eludes all of the communicants in this Diocese; 
and 


“Whereas, it has been stated to this conventiol 
that the trend of thought published by the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America } 
essentially in the direction of a governmental 
controlled economy and a system of non-profit e 
— for conducting the business of this nation; 
an 


“Whereas, it has been stated to this conventio 


that many of the publications of the Feder 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America 


either by direct statement or by inuendo, cast sus 


picion upon the Christian motives of churchmen of 
this Diocese in the conduct of their businesses; 


“Now, therefore, be it resolved by this cm 
vention: 


“That a committee be appointed by the Bishp 
of this Diocese consisting of an equal number ? 
clerical and lay members which shall be — 
with the duty of informing all churchmen 1 : 
Diocese of the philosophy of government, pe 
nomics, and business relations which 1s being 4 
vocated and the relationship of the church there 
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ations of the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, including those of its officers, 
mployed workers, and chairmen of its various de- 
rtments, commissions, conferences, etc., and also 
inluding other publications of whatever nature 
jistributed by the said Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America; and 


“That the said committee be required to submit 
bimonthly in writing an interim report of its find- 
ings to each clergyman and to the senior warden 
of each parish and mission in this Diocese and to 
submit a final report, including recommendations, 
0 the next annual convention of this Diocese; 


and 


“That a copy of the final report, with recom- 
mendations, be mailed to each clergyman and to 
each senior warden not later than 60 days before 
the date of the next annual convention; and 


“That, if the committee shall disagree on the 
entent of the required reports, a minority report 
may be prepared and distributed in the same man- 
ner as the majority report at the discretion of the 
jissenting members; and 


“That the expense of the committee, including 


necessary travel in the performance of its duties, 
be borne by the Diocese of Alabama; and 


“That the sum of $500.00 be appropriated for 
this purpose.’ —The Living Church, 3-16-47. 


Did The Church Give 
Us The Bible? | 


One reads that the Church gave us the Bible in 
the account of the Greek Catholic Church, and no 
doubt the same thinking would suit the Roman 
Catholic and even the®Anglo-Catholic. But is this 
the Protestant position? The Reformed Faith first 
came to articulate statement in the Theses of Bern. 
These celebrated Theses begin: ; 


“The Holy Catholic Church of which Christ 
is the only Head is born of the Word of God, 
lives of the Word of God and hears not the 
voice of strangers.” 


Dr. Martin Niemoller’s report on his experiences 


under Nazi oppression support entirely this Pro-. 


testant position. The Voice of the Good Shepherd 
7 heard and the Church became alive at His 
call, | 


Sometimes the Catholic statement is taken up 


by superficial thinking. Because the Epistle to the. 


omans was written after Pentecost it is assumed 
that the Word is after the Church, Well we Pres- 
byterians find the Church before Pentecost. Fur- 


ther, we recognize the Word in at least three 


forms: the Word Incarnate (Jesus Christ), the 
Word written (the Bible), the Word preached. 
Come to Pentecost: the Word was preached there 
in the testimony of the one hundred and twenty 
aed Peter’s sermon. The Word Incarnate was 
ere He had completed His atoning work and 
recelved the Spirit for the saving of His elect. He 
poured forth that which was seen and heard at 
*ntecost. He saved all who called upon/Him there. 
ord written was also at Pentecost. Peter’s 
— ls almost. entirely taken from the Old 


To treat the Church as the author of the Bible 
is to minimize the Bible and to make it the crea- 
ture of the Church. Such an error easily leads to 
the other error of thinking that therefore the cur- 
rent Church can supplement the Bible with what 
she thinks are the ideals of Jesus. No, God gave 
us both the Bible and the Church. And both are 
rooted in His will. I need the Church for my fel- 
lowship and the. Word for my staff as well as the 
world for my parish. And God made them all. All 
Scripture is breathed out by God, for holy men 
wrote as they were moved or carried along by the 
Holy Spirit. God produced the Holy Scriptures. In 
their production He used men as His instruments. 
A brief definition of inspiration might be: Divine 
authorship of means of human authorship. God 
used His own chosen, called and prepared, penmen 
to give us this inestimable boon, this lamp by in- 
spiration given. And it pleases God to save those 
that believe as we preach Christ crucified—which 
men call its foolishness. Faith cometh by hearing 
and hearing by the Word of Christ. —Wm. C. R. 


Unity: Roman Catholic 
Or Presbyterian? 


Despite their differences both Rome and Presby- 
terlanism present a visible picture of church unity. 
Rome presents the unity in a hierarchial system 
culminating in the Pope. Presbyterianism presents 
a series of church councils or courts culminating 
in a General Assembly. The difference between 
the Church of Rome and the Presbyterian Church 
is that “the Church of Rome undertakes to exhibit 
the body in its unity with an earthly head, to ex- 
hibit Christ as well as His members; the Presby- 
terian Church exhibits in visible unity on earth 
the body only, and connects it with a heavenly 
Head. Now the Pope must be either a real and 
true head, or a symbolical and typical head. If the 
former, then, as a body cannot have two real 
heads without being a monster, the headship of 
Christ is displaced (by that of the Pope). If the 
latter, then, as the body must partake of the na- 
ture of its head, the Church is a symbolical and 
typical body, and the reality of the Church is de- 
stroyed.” (Thornwell). 


One wonders, however, whether some of those 
who are demanding an earthly visible organiza- 
tional head for Protestantism are not uncon- 
sciously falling from Presbyterian into Roman 
Catholic unity. Suppose all non-Roman Catholics 
were to have a world organizational head like the 
Roman Curia, passing down legislation, programs, 
educational literature, mission decrees, would we 
not. have another Papacy? Would not our world 
head substitute itself for Christ the heavenly 
Head? Or if our earthly head were only a figure- 
head might not the body become only a feather- 
weight? C. R. 


“With A Kiss” 


None but a blasphemer has ever spoken ill of 
our Lord. But—we are exceedingly wearied at the 
eulogies of Christ which, at the same time, betray 
Him with a kiss. : 


We find no place for confidence in the man 
who, either in sermon or book or personal conver- 
sation, extols the life of Jesus but denies that He 
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was born of the virgin. 


We turn in dread from him who speaks well of 
Him but refuses to believe that He died on the 
cross and shed His precious blood as an atone- 
ment for our sins. 


We cannot trust the one who claims to be His 
follower but refuses to believe that He truly arose 
from the grave, ascended into Heaven and is com- 
ing again. 


We cannot accord a place of rightful Christian 
leadership to him who limits His power as the Son 
of God; questioning or denying that He could and 
did set aside the natural laws which he himself 
had made, working mighty miracles at his will, as 
recorded in the Scriptures. 


These and many other things of the Christian 
faith are precious. Without them there is no gos- 
pel to preach. Praising Christ is no substitute for 
faith in Him. The writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is fearfully specific when he says: “Of 


how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he — 


be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 
(ordinary) thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace.” 


In our day we have the strange spectacle of men 
naming His name, and praising his life and works 
but at the same time denying the essential facts 
of his birth, life, death and resurrection, as re- 
corded in the Word of God. 


The new convert, the babe in Christ, may well 
be cloudy in much of his thinking with reference 
to Christian doctrine. But, between such an one 
and the man in a position of Christian leadership 
there is a vast difference. It is of the latter that 
we speak, and it is from some such, in positions in 
the world-wide Church of today, that we see the 
travesty of such a picture—betraying Him with a 
kiss. —L.N.B. 


Warming At The 
Enemy’s Fire 


“And Peter followed him afar off, even into the 
place of the high priest: and he sat with the ser- 
vants, and warmed himself at the fire.” 


How true this is today in the realm of literature. 
Many Christians are reading the most salacious 
novels, praising them and passing them on to be 
read by others. There is so much good literature 
today, but, even if this were not true, far better 
to forego all reading than to befoul our minds 
and hearts with some of the books which are now 
published, books which are “popular” and well 
written but which portray sin in an attractive 
way. In reading them we are truly ‘“‘warming at 
the enemy’s fire.”’ 


That which is true of much modern literature is 
also true of many modern films. Many Christians 
see them and permit their children to see them 
and then wonder why their mora] standards de- 
cline with tragic results. They have been “warm- 
ing at the enemy’s fire.” 


Nowhere is this situation more in evidence than 
in the theological world. Read the book reviews on 
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any theological publication and one is startled 
the few which staunchly present the evangelics) 
faith, Negation here, a question there, an insinya. 
tion adroitly placed. Human reason and philosophy 
elevated above divine revelation. One may, of ne 
cessity, have to read such books in order to refute 
them. But woe to the Christian minister or sty. 
dent whose intellectual diet consists of such books 
Without realizing it, these questions and doubts 
and insinuations and ~° positions become his ow, 
Little wonder—he has been “warming at the 
enemy’s fire.’’ 


When we consider the complexities of modem 
life and the hold which the enemy of souls, the 
Devil, has on so many phases of life, how it should 
drive us to our knees in confession of our ow 
— forgiveness and new strength to live 
or Him! 


iPeter did warm himself by the fire of those who 
were the enemies of our Lord. But, the way of re. 
pentance was open and was accepted, and this one 
who “followed afar off,’’ by the grace of God and 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit in his heart, 
became the man God used to sweep thousands 
into the Kingdom. 


| Shall we continue to warm ourselves at the 
Devil’s fire? —L.N.B. 


Calvinism In American 
Theology Today 


This is the title of an article in the January 
issue Of The Journal of Religion, by Dr. Clarence 
Bouma, of Calvin Seminary. To Dr. Bouma’s ex- 
cellent article there are two replies, one by Dr. 
Joseph Haroutunian, of McCormick Theological 
Seminary, and the other by Dr. Wilhelm Pauck, of 
the University of Chicago. 


Of the Southern Presbyterian Church Dr. Bouma 
says: “This is much more conservative than the 
U.S.A. Church. But also here the drift is away 
from a positive Calvinistic testimony in harmony 
with the creed and the historic traditions. Much of 
the leadership in this Church today espouses with 
enthusiasm the proposed union between their own 
and the Northern Presbyterian Church, despite the 
fact that it is well known that the sister-church 3s 
honeycombed with modernism. A _ hush-up policy 
and a persistent desire to avoid all controversy 0 
matters of faith and doctrine create an atmosphere 
in which modernism and doctrinal indifferentism 
can flourish. A decided exception on this score s 
the group which has recently become vocal in 4 
new magazine entitled The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. It is a valiant voice championing the great 
truths of the God-centered faith of John Calvin 
without dilution or equivocation.”’ 


According to Dr. Bouma: “The message of Cal- 
vinism to modern man is that he must repent from 
his idolatry, which is his greatest and root sin. - 
idolatry is that he has made a god of himself at 
made a problem of the living God of the Serr 
tures. The modern man, proud, self-sufficient # 
he is, must repent and return to the Fathers 
house. He must learn to say, ‘I have sinned. = 
cepting and rejoicing in the grace of God, Hf 


must learn to say: ‘Thou, God, shalt be God in my 
life!’ That means that he gains a new perspectivé 
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if reality and life—the true perspective, the God- 
wntered perspective.” “Every form of humanism 
;; increasingly exhibiting its own bankruptcy. 
Hence the new cry for reality, supernaturalism, 
gbjectivity ... Not Kant, but Pascal. Not Hegel, 
bit Calvin. Not Feuerbach, but Augustine.” 


Dr. Bouma’s incisive work has found recognition 
ss well in the religious section of a recent issue of 
Time. It is a pleasure to note that Dr. Bouma is 
t) be the Smythe lecturer at Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary in 1948. 


Now. what of the replies to Dr. Bouma by the 
Chicago scholars? We make no claim for Dr. 
Bouma’s infallibility and in their criticisms these 
gentlemen have no doubt caught him in details. 
The doctrine of predestination in the Institutes is 
steriological while it is theological in the West- 
minster Confession. For Calvin, Providence is _ re- 
lgious assurance, not philosophical determinism. 
The plaintive notes of the confession need to be 
sunded by the conservative as well as by the lib- 
eral, “All have sinned.” ‘“‘All we like sheep have 
gone astray.’”’ Self-criticism must not continue to 
be a rare bird in the Calvinistic camp. 


But coming to what are the great issues, one 
notes with pleasure that both Dr. Haroutunian and 
Dr. Pauck agree with Dr. Bouma that we must re- 
tun to a God-centered religion, that humanism 
will not do, The one writes: ‘“l believe with Dr. 
Bouma that God-centered Christianity is the only 
hope of man today.” The second admits that many 
‘have come to see that freedom and justice can- 
not be maintained unless they are related to 


eternal structures of being, i.e. derived from God 


and nurtured by God-centered devotion.” 


On the other hand one notes with sadness that 
both the McCormick and the Chicago protessor 
line up against Dr. Bouma on the supernatural. 
Jr, Haroutunian, of the Presbyterian (U.S.A.) 
Theological Seminary, opposes the supernatural as 
vigorously as does Dr. Pauck, ot tne University. 
The former describes ‘‘modern fundamentalism as 
areaction to a naturalism which denies the occur- 
rence of miracles.’”’ ‘then he adds: ‘Funtaamen- 
talism is intelligible only in the setting of ‘the 


Newtonian worid-machine.’”’ Haroutunian objects — 


to Bouma’s insistence on “the supernatural grace 
of God.” Dr, Pauck rejects Bouma’s orthodoxy 
Which places “the a:.ti-supernaturalistic scientihe 
world-view” in irreconcilable conflict with the 
Christian religion. Among the muiracies which Ha- 
foutunian has in mind when he opposes Bouma’s 


fundamentalism are: the virgin birth of Christ, the . 


bodily resurrection and bodily return of Cnrist, 
the Deity of Christ, and the substitutionary atone- 
ment, for these divine acts “supercede ‘the reign 
of law’ in nature.” 


While Dr. Haroutunian condemns fundamen- 
sm he insists on “understanding liberalism.” 
While he objects to Bouma’s emphasis on the 
supernatural he holds that ‘“‘naturalism helps us to 
understand the modern man in a way indispensable 
ee preaching and adequate theologizing 


Dr. Bouma has done us a notable service in 
more ways than one. He has compelled the liberal 
wing of American theology to admit that their 
man-centered religion is bankrupt. He has put the 


Inclusive theological seminary professor on the 


spot. And being on the spot Dr. Haroutunian, of 
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McCormick, has lined up with Chicago naturalism 
against Calvinistic supernaturalism. 


No doubt there is a difference in emphasis be- 
tween the trenchant notes of the Reformation and 
the five points of fundamentalism. But John Cal- 
vin stood for the Deity of Christ, for His virgin 
birth, His bodily resurrection and bodily return, 
and for His substitutionary atonement as ever did 
Clarence Bouma. And Calvin would not be de- 
terred from such conviction by petty appeals to 
“the reign of law in nature.’’ For Calvin, nature 
is the order established by God, and God is free 
to intervene in these matters which His hand is 
ever directing as and when He sees fit, Calvin ad- 
mitted the difficulty of believing in the resurrec- 
tion of our bodies, but offered two supports for 
this faith, namely, the bodily resurrection of Christ 
and the power ot God. The very plan of the In- 
stitutes is derived from the Apostles’ Creed and 
the assumption that Calvin was indifferent to the 
miracles of the Apostolicum is historical criticism 
gone mad. The Keformers answered the Roman 
Catholic charge of heresy by insisting on their ac- 
ceptance of the twelve articles of the Creed. We 
stand with Dr. Bouma for the God-centered faith 
and for the supernatural acts of God for us men 
and for our salvation in the Incarnation, the atone- 
ment, the resurrection, the ascension and the re- 
turn of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ—God 
manifested in the flesh. —Wm. C. R. 


The Fallacy Of The Fatal Foot 
By H. E. Acklen | 


2618 Woodridge Street 
Austin, Tex. 


The mad, uncontrollable panic had seized the 
man—driving himself with great ardor he fulfilled 
the prescribed exercises designed to build an im- 
posing collection of bulging biceps in the arms 
and shoulders, The man hurt; hurt badly. It 
seemed to the observer that there was some con- 
nection between his agony and Zeal. It seemed in 
a way that the two must surely compliment one 
anotner in some manner. His gymnastics became 
more rigorous; he would spare no energy in buuld- 
ing those chest muscles! ‘the pain had by now be- 
come almost unbearably acute. What pain? The re- 
pelling stench ot rottening flesh thickens the air. 
‘ne hnorribie, creeping death was at work. Gan- 
grene had infected his whole left foot! 


Pathetic? Pathetic to the utmost. All the zeal 
expended on one worthy enterprise will not save 
the lite of one whose very blood has been infectea. 
An operation, a cutting away of the infected sec- 
tion alone can save the threatened life. There are 
several possible attitudes which one might assume 
in such a case. One may hate the sight of blood, 
and fundamentally be opposed to operations. That 
person may choose to ignore the condition. One 
may take this attitude. He is free to do so. Of 
course, there is no need to suggest that it is fatal! 


Again, one may insist on respecting the congre- 
gationalism of the organism. If this is the line of 
action, then the hand has enough to do to main- 
tain its own health and must not attempt to inter- 
fere with any other section. If it does so it may 
expect to be stigmatized as a “witch-hunter.” The 
thorough tolerance of this view is only exceeded 
by the equally thorough fatality of it. 
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The third attitude is the more pious, The hand 
may rabidly disapprove of the rottening process in 
progress in the foot. It may in its own restricted 
neighborhood protest firmly, but with - muffled 
tones. It may even wish that someone would do 
something about the dangerous condition. Thus 
feeling that the duty is discharged, it retires to 
its own strenuous exercises designed to build itself 
up in strength and purity. Tragically, the body is 
a unit. One part is not healthy while another is 
diseased. It is not so constructed. 


The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is con- 


ceived to be His Body. From the point of view of 
the eternal council of God there is utterly no dan- 
ger of the Body being corrupted. From the point 
of view of the “now” it is radically different. 
Israel as God’s people could not let the sin of one 
man go unchallenged without entering into the re- 
sponsibility for it before her God. 


As Presbyterians we think of the denomination 


as being “one.”? That which is taught in one pulpit. 


affects us all. By these three signs, the Reformed 
theologian insists, the true Church may be known. 
(1) The Word is properly preached and reverently 
heard. (2) The Holy Sacraments are properly ad- 
ministered in accordance with the Word of God. 
And (3) The discipline of the Church is admin- 
istered in a manner prescribed by God’s Word. The 
Church’s purity is the Church’s strength, The voice 
of one crying in the wilderness of our times is still 
of more precious might than the prevailing voices 
of the confused, contradictory multitude. Convic- 
tion still] takes precedence over size. 


Some say that a heresy trial in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church is a present-day impossibility. 
If this be true it is our confession of the passing 
purity of the Church. Discipline is not merely the 
right of the Church. It is a duty. 


There just may be a lesson for_us in the fallacy 
of the fatal foot. Big chest muscles are of sur- 
prisingly slight value when one’s feet are rotten- 
ing away. 


Wings For The Soul 
“Dedication” 

“Laid on Thine altar, O my Lord divine, 
Accept this gift today for Jesus’ sake; 
I have no jewels to adorn Thy shrine, 
No far-famed sacrifice to make. 
But here within my trembling hand I bring 
This will of mine—a thing that seemeth small, 
But Thou alone, O Lord, canst understand 3 
How when I yield Thee this, I yield mine all. 


“Hidden within, Thy searching gaze can see 
Struggles of passion, visions of delight, 

All that I have or am or fain would be— 
Deep loves, fond hopes, and longings infinite. 
It has been wet with tears and hushed with sighs, 
Crushed in my grasp till beauty it hath none; 
Now from Thy footstool where it vanquished lies, 
Thy prayer ascendeth, ‘May Thy will be done.’ 


“Teke it, O Father, ere my courage fail, 
and merge it so in Thine own will, that e’en 
If in some desperate hour my cries prevail 
And Thou give back my gift, it may have been 
So changed, so purified, so fair have grown, 
So one with Thee, so filled with grace divine, 
I may not feel or know it as my own, 
But, gaining back my will, may find it Thine.” 
—Anonymous. 
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How Do You Pray? 
By Dr. L. Edward Mathews* 


The principle of magic is based on the premise 
that certain formulas, operative under particular 
conditions, combine to do the will of man. Many 
people have an idea that prayer is something like 
that—a sort of magic—whereby one may: make 
known his wishes before God, and He is obligated 
to carry out man’s will. 


All too often our wants are made known, rather 
than our needs. Frequently we are guilty of press. 
ing God to do our will, rather than making un- 
reserved surrender of our wills to Him. It is true 
that “‘prayer changes things,” but the very first 
change should be the will of him who prays. 
Then, and only then, may a child of God approach 
the loving Father to pour out his heart’s desires, 
together with his adoration and praise. 


It has been well said: “If you worry, you don’t 
trust.”” Obviously, there is much lack of trust in 
God throughout His family today. We sing, “Stand- 
ing on the Promises,” then proceed to build our 
spiritual structures upon crumbling foundations, 
Many seem to have forgotten that “the foundation 
of God standeth sure,” all others are wholly in- 
secure, | | 


One of my greatest lessons on prayer came to 
me recently, when my little son, in the unpre- 
dictable manner possessed only by boys, came to 
me and said: “Daddy, I love you.” He planted an 
affectionate kiss on my cheek, and walked away 
without another word—didn’t ask for a thing. 


Oh, how we as Christians need to place im- 
plicit trust in our heavenly Father and rely on 
His infinite wisdom and boundless love. He knows 
our every need! Why not try just going to Him 
for at least a short time—say a week—and in true 
devotion and trust say: “I love You’? Such fel- 
lowship will result in untold blessings and lead one 
- a deeper, personal meaning to “Thy will be 

one. 


*Assistant Dean of Men, Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, Chieago, 


Wings F or The Soul 
What Can We Do? 


Longfellow could take a worthless sheet of paper, 
write a poem on it, and make it worth $6,000— 
that is. genius. 


Rockerfeller can sign his name to a piece ef 
paper and make it worth millions—that is capital. 


Uncle Sam can take gold, stamp an eagle on it, 
and make it worth $20.00—that is money. 


A mechanic can take material worth $5.00 and 
make an article worth $50.00—that is skill. 


An artist can take a 50-cent piece of canvas, 
paint a picture on it and make it worth $1,000,000 
—that is art. 


God can take a worthless, sinful life, wash it 

the blood of Christ, put His Spirit in it, and make 

it a blessing to humanity—that is salvation. | 
—Selected. 
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Shall We Merge With The Northern Church? 


. By Kenneth S. Keyes 


Let’s Look At The Facts About 
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In every one of the last 17 years members of our Southern Church have given more per capita 
to Home Missions than have the members of the Northern Church. 


In 1930, they gave $1.64 per capita. We gave $3.32—more than double what they did. 

In 1936, when Northern Church members gave only $1.11 per capita we gave $1.84—66 per- 
cent more. | 

And in 1946 when our Southern Church gifts to Home Missions averaged $3.57 per person the 
Per capita giving of the Northern Church members to Home Missions was only $1.54. 


It has been well said: ‘You can tell a man’s interest in anything by the way he puts his money 
into it.” We found it true in giving to Foreign Missions and again in giving to Home Missions. 
The members of the Northern Church just do not have these causes on their hearts to the extent 
that we in the Southern Church have. ' 

That our Home Mission work is certain to suffer if the merger occurs, seems a natural and log- 
ical conclusion. 
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The Book Of Joshua 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the eighth in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of 
Hebrew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


With the Book of Joshua begins the second great 
division of the Old Testament. This division itself 
comprises two parts, known as the Former and 
Latter Prophets. It is with the first of these that 
we are now particularly concerned. The Former 
Prophets are Joshua, Judges, I-II Samuel, I-II 
Kings. 

The Pentateuch was written by Moses who stood 
over the entire Old Testament economy or dispen- 
sation. The relation in which Moses stood to God 
was unique and unparalleled. He was the human 
leader in the foundation of the theocracy, and to 
him God spoke plainly and face to face. It is to 
be expected, therefore, that the books which Moses 


wrote would be set apart by themselves even from _ 


other inspired books. The Law of Moses, therefore, 
constitutes a particular division of the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures. 


The prophets stood under Moses (Numbers 
12:1-8). They declared authoritatively the Word 
of God and they acted as interpreters of the Law. 
The books which the prophets wrote, therefore, 
are all based upon the foundation which the Law 
has raised. Despite the teaching of Julius Well- 
hausen and others, the prophetical books do not 
contradict the Law. This fact must be clearly 
understood, The prophetical books build upon the 
Law. If we are rightly to understand these books, 
this must ever be kept in mind. 


The prophetical books, therefore, were written 
by authoritative spokesmen of God, who built upon 
the foundation which Moses had laid. Why, how- 
ever, should such books as Joshua and Judges be 
regarded as prophetical? 


The Former Prophets 


In seeking to answer this question, the writer 
would quote what he has written elsewhere.* “It 
is true that the Old Testament does not relate how 
the books which were commonly called the Former 
Prophets (i.e., Joshua, Judges, I-II Samuel, I-II 
Kings), came to be included with the other ca- 
nonical books. However, the answer to this ques- 
tion, it would appear, is readily at hand. The au- 
thors of these books, whoever they may have been, 
were men who occupied the office of a prophet. In 
ancient Israel this was a special and unique office. 
The prophet was an Israelite who acted as a med- 
iator between God and man. Just as the priest 
represented the people before God, so the prophet 
represented God before the people. In a very spe- 
cial sense, therefore, he was the recipient of reve- 
lation. God so implanted his words in the prophet’s 


mouth, that the resultant delivered message was © 


the actual Word of God. 


“Not all the prophets wrote down their mes- 
sages. As we have seen, Israel did gather and pre- 
serve the words of those prophets who committed 


*The Infallible Word, Philadelphia, Pa., 1946, 


Pp 


their messages to writing. But no doubt many mes. 
sages were delivered which were not recorded 
However, when men of the status of prophets 
wrote an interpretative history of Israel, it may 
readily be understood why such a history would 
be accepted by the Israelitish Church as the Word 
of God. For in their interpretation of history, 
these authors often profess to trace the hand of 
God in Israel’s history. 


“Furthermore, despite the assertions of some 
critics, these writings are in harmony with the 
written prophecies. Not only are they a perfect 
complement to those written prophecies, but. they 
are a necessary completion to the history con- 
tained in the Law of Moses. Upon the basis of the 
Law of Moses we should expect such a history of 
the subsequent developments in Israel. Without 
this interpretative history much in the prophets 
would be obscure. So far as is known, none of 
these books has ever been disputed as to its ca 
nonicity. The former prophets, then, were ac- 


' cepted as part of the Word of God, and therefore 


as canonical, because they were written by men 
who held the high offices of prophet, and who, as 
inspired prophets, interpreted Israel’s history.” 


The Book Of Joshua 


This book carries on the history of the Israelites 
from the time of the death of Moses (recorded in 
Deuteronomy 34). It exhibits the faithfulness of 
God in the keeping of the promises made to. Abra 
ham (Genesis 15:18; Joshua 1:2f), and serve as 4 
sequel to Genesis in that it records the entrance 
into the land which had been promised to Abra- 
ham. It may, therefore, be regarded as a connett- 
ing link between the Pentateuch and the subse 
quent historical books, for it not only serves t 
complement and complete the narrative of the 
Pentateuch, but it also prepares the way for the 
proper understanding of the books which follow. 


The Book of Joshua is generally divided into 
three principal sections. 


I. The Conquest of the Land of Canaan. (a) The 
appointment of Joshua as the successor of Moses 
1:1-9, (b) The preparation for and crossing of 
the Jordan River. 1:10 - 4:18. (c) The encamp 
ment on the west side of the Jordan and the cele 
bration of the Passover. 4:19 - 5:12. (d) The car 
ture of Jericho and Ai. 5:13 - 8:29. (e) The cor 
firmation of the covenant on Mount Ebal. 8:30-35. 
(f) The strategy of the Gibeonites. 9:1-27. (g) The 
campaign in Southern Canaan. 10:1-43. (h) The 
campaign in Northern Canaan. 11:1-15. (i) Sum 
mary of the conquest. 11:16 - 12:24.. 


II. The Distribution of Concen and the Settle 


ment of the Tribes, 13:22. (a) The command to 
divide the land. 13:1-7. (b) The territories for the 


eastern tribes. 13:8-21. (c) The allotment of tem 
tory for the western tribes, the assignment ft | 
cities of refuge, and the allotment of cities 
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the tribe of Levi. 14:1 - 21:43. (d) The account 
of the altar by the Jordan; the two and one-half 
tribes. 22:1-34. 


Ill. The Farewell Address of Joshua and His 
Death. 23-24. (a) The last address of Joshua. 


93:1 - 24:28. (b) The aecount of the death of — 


Joshua. 24:29-38. 


Who Wrote The Book Of Joshua? | 


The Book of Joshua in its entirety, does not 
claim to be the work of Joshua. The last chapter 
contains an account of Joshua’s death, hence he 
was not its author. On the other hand, certain 
parts of the book are expressly said to have been 
written by Joshua: “And Joshua wrote these 
words (i.e. at least Chapters 23 - 24:25) in the 
book of the law of God, and took a great stone, 
and set it up there under an oak, that was by the 
sanctuary of the Lord.” (Joshua 24:26). It may 
very well be that Joshua wrote much more than 
this. 


It is obvious that much of the book comes from 
a very early time. Either it was written by Joshua 


or a contemporary or at least by someone who. 


lived before the time of David. There are not lack- 
ing indications that some parts of the book, at 
least, were the work of an eye-witness. Such, for 
example, seems to have been the case with the de- 
scriptions of Jericho, the attack on Ai, etc. The 
Jebusites are mentioned as living “unto this day” 
with the children of Judah (15:63). This seems 
rather conclusively to point to a period before the 
time of David, for only after David had come upon 
the throne were the Jebusites conquered (II Sam- 
uel 5:5-9). At this point it should be noted that no 
objection can be urged against the use of the name 
Jerusalem instead of Jebus to describe the city, as 
might have been expected since the Jebusites dwelt 
there. But clay tablets, inscribed in the Babylonian 
language (the now famous Tell el-Amarna letters 
written about 1400 B.C.) also speak of the city as 
Jerusalem. This is a remarkable evidence of the 
accuracy of the book. 


It also appears that at the time of the author 


the harlot Rahab was yet living (6:25), the place 
for the altar of the Lord had not yet been chosen 
(9:27), and the Gibeonites were still servants 
about the sanctuary (9:27). All these facts show 
how early was the time of composition of the book. 
While, therefore, we perhaps may not say that 
Joshua wrote the entire book, it is at least his sub- 
stantially. | 


Joshua And The Documentary 
Hypothesis 


Critics who partition the Pentateuch into dif- 
ferent documents are usually accustomed to do 
the same with Joshua and to refer to the Penta- 
teuch and Joshua combined as the Hexateuch (i.e. 
six-fold book). This term, however, is extremely 
unfortunate, for it binds the Book of Joshua with 
the Pentateuch in an entirely unwarrantable man- 
her. It does justice neither to the unique character 
of the Pentateuch as the foundation law of the 

eocracy nor to Joshua as the first book of the 
Former Prophets. 


According to what may be termed the pre- 


ominant view of negative criticism there are two 
Primary sources in Joshua 1-12. These are “J’’ 


(Eighth Century B.C.) and “E” (about 650 B.C.) 
About 550 B.C. they were revised by an editor who 
belonged to the school of thought which had pro- 
duced Deuteronomy (a Deuteronomist). This writer 
added Chapter 23, and another Deuteronomist 
added Chapter 24. 


For the most part, the material in Chapters 12- 
22, since it is largely statistical, is ascribed to “‘P” 
(i.e. the Priestly document). About the close of 
the Fifth Century B.C., “P’’ was united to the 
other documents, (The reader who is interested in 
this ‘“‘critical’? scheme will find it ably presented 
from the viewpoint of negative criticism by R. 
Pfeiffer, Introduction to the Old Testament, 1941, 
pp. 296-313). The present writer has no hesita- 
tion in saying that this whole reconstruction is 
without foundation in fact. It is merely an hypo- 
thesis and nothing more. There is not one whit of 
evidence to show that Joshua ever belonged to the 
Pentateuch, forming a six-fold book, and that it 
was later severed therefrom. The Jews always con- 
sidered it as a unit, separate by itself, and it may 
be noted that our Lord regarded the Pentateuch 
also as a unit, denominating it The Law of Moses. 


In opposition to this ‘“critical’? reconstruction, 
therefore, we would declare that the Book of 


Joshua is a literary unit with an harmonious and 2 


well-coordinated narrative. 


Archeology And The Book 
Of Joshua 


The chaotic condition in Palestine about which 
we learn from Joshua is also reflected in the Tell 
el-Amarna letters. Thus, the general background 
presented in the book is shown to be correct. There 
are some problems, however, which have not yet 
been. satisfactorily answered. For one thing, Joshua 
speaks of the conquest of Ai (Chapter 8), but the 
archeological evidence seems to show that Bethel 
was intended. However, the word Ai means a 
mound, and may not be used in Joshua as a proper 
name. If that were the case, the difficulty would 
be greatly lessened. 


More important is the question of the downfall 
of Jericho. The excavations show that the walls of 
the city fell down, The fact was also brought to 
light that houses were built on the walls as the 
Bible says was the case with the house of Rahab 


the harlot. Thus, in two important points the ac- 


curacy of the Bible is established. However—and 
this is the difficulty—other archeological evidence 
seems to show that the Israelites did not enter 
Palestine unti] a century later. For our part, we 
would say that there is no real discrepancy. All the 
facts are not known as yet. The archaeological 
study of this period is extremely complicated, but 
the present writer is convinced that further exca- 
vation and study will simply confirm the state- 
ments of the Bible. 


Conclusion 


The Book of Joshua is a literary unit, largely 
the work of a contemporary of the events de- 
scribed. It does not contain idealized but actual 
history, and portrays the theocratic nation leaving 
the desert, crossing the Jordan and entering the 
land of promise to conquer it. Thus it admirably 
serves its function as the first of the prophetical 
books, standing on the threshhold of Israel’s his- 
tory in the land of promise. 
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The Federal Council Of The Churches 
Of Christ In America 


_LET’S LOOK AT THE RECORD 


By L. E. Faulkner 
Elder in the First Presbyterian Church 
Hattiesburg . Mississippi 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America by its official reports, its propaganda 
to be found in Information Service, published 
weekly, the Federal Council Bulletin, published 
monthly, great numbers of pamphlets like “Chris- 
tianity And Work,” “Churches In Social Action,” 
“Manual On The Church And Co-operatives,” 
“How Labor And The Church Can Work Together,” 
“Social Ideals Of The Churches,” ““What It Is And 
Does,” and public pronouncements by the leaders 
of the Federal] Council over the radio and through 
the press, has established a clear record showing 
the objectives of the Federal Council. : 


According to the 
(“What It Is And Does’’): “The Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America is the ac- 
credited agency through which twenty-five national 
denominations, comprising 142,354 local congrega- 
tions with a total communicant membership of 
27,749,967, co-operate in common tasks.” 


Continuing, the official statement says: “Organ- 
ized on a strictly representative principle, it is 
governed by approximately 400 delegated repre- 
sentatives, all named directly by the constituent 
denominations. 'These representatives, in their bi- 
ennial meetings, constitute a central board of inter- 
denominational strategy, developing a common 
mind, planning united policies and providing for 
concerted action, In the interim, an executive com- 
mittee, made up of eighty-five members, all of 
whom also directly represent the co-operating 
churches, meets bi-monthly for the supervision of 
all the Council’s work.” 


From the above it is clear that the Executive 
Committee of eighty-five members, speaking for 
more than 27 million church members, represents 


a powerful voice, and they speak for your church 


and you on economic, political, social and racial 
problems. It is, therefore, important that every 
member of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., should 
give careful and prayerful consideration to the 
record of the Federal Council and the pronounce- 
ments of its leaders in connection with all of the 
controversial questions which affect the daily lives 
of all our people. All church officers should secure 
first-hand information from the official records of 
the Federal Council so that they may carefully 
and prayerfully consider the question of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., withdrawing from the 
Council when this question -is presented to our 
Commissioners at the 1947 General Assembly. 


The Council’s so-called ‘“‘social gospel’? which is‘ 


being put over under the slogan, “Bringing In The 
Kingdom,” should be carefully considered and the 
question raised as to whether or not the Church of 
the Living God should be used in an effort to solve 
economic, political, socia] and racial problems. The 
similarity between the foreign economic ideologies 
advocated by the Federa] Council and the foreign 


Council’s official statement 


economic ideologies advocated by the Socialist 
Labor Party of England—those believing in plan- 
ned and managed economy, those who would sub- 
stitute “personality making” for profit making, 
and those who believe that we can mix individ- 
ualism with collectivism—should be given careful 
consideration. 


In the pamphlet, “Christianity And Work,” pre- 
pared by Dr. Benson Y. Landis and Mr. James 
Myers, the record will show on Pages 6-7, seven- 
teen different things which “the Church should 
stand for.” It is a statement of. social ideals un- 
animously adopted by the Federal Council in 1982. 


There is not space here to list all of these seven-. 


teen different things, but some of them read as 
follows: 


No. 1: ‘‘Practical applications of the Christian 
principle of social wellbeing to the acquisition and 
use of wealth, subordination of speculation and 
the ps motive to the creative and co-operative 
spirit. 


No, 2: “Social planning and control of the credit 
and monetary systems and the economic processes 
for the common good.” 


No. 5: “Social insurance against sickness, accl- 
dent, want in old age and unemployment.” 


The latter part of No. 8: “Encouragement of 
co-operatives and other organizations among 
farmers and other groups.” 


As one looks at the record of the Federal 
Council he finds that the Council is in favor of 
, and working for: 


1. Permanent F.E.P.C. legislation. 
2. Socialized medicine. 

. Socialized insurance. 

. Increase of minimum wage rates. 


. Full employment guaranteed by the govern- 
ment. | 


6. Planned parenthood. 


7. Socially controlled economy which includes 
“social planning and control of the credit 
and monetary systems.” 


8. Distribution of wealth by taxation. 


9. The substitution of consumers’ co-operatives 


& 


for the individual competitive enterprise . 


system. 


10. Planned and regulated economy with the gov 
ernment taking care of everyone “from the 
cradle to the grave” by regimentation an 
government bureaucracy. 


| 
11. A non-segregated church and a non-segregated 
society. 
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On Page 30 of the Federal Council’s Annual 
Report of 1945 we read: “Bishop Oxnam, Presi- 
dent of the Federal Council, also appeared at hear- 
ings in support of the Full Employment Bill.” 
This Bill was patterned after Sir William Bever- 
idge’s Utopian “cradle to the grave’’ social se- 
curity plan which is now being put into effect in 
England by the Labor Party. Federal Council’s 


Information Service of December 21, 1946, Study 


No. 5, states: “The most comprehensive, detailed 
and reasonable program of this kind (Socially 
Controlled Economy) of which we are aware is 


found in Sir William Beveridge’s ‘Full Employ- 


ment in a Free Society.’ ” 


On Page 38 of the Federal Council’s Report to 
the Biennial Meeting held in Seattle, Wash., De- 
cember 4-6, 1946, we read: “The Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America hereby re- 
nounces the pattern of segregation in race rela- 
tions aS unnecessary and undesirable and a viola- 
tion of the Gospel of love and human brotherhood. 
Having taken this action, the Federal Council re- 
quests its constituent communions to do likewise. 


As proof of their sincerity in this renunciation / 


they will work for a non-segregated Church and a 
non-segregated Society.” 


Examination of the record of the Federal 
Council will show that many of the activities and 
pronouncements are bound to be pleasing to com- 
munist Russia, socialized England, and the C.I.O. 


The Theses and Statutes of the Third Com- 
munist. International has this to say regarding 
world communism, private ownership, and planned 
and managed economy: “The ultimate aim is world 
Communism. After abolishing private ownership, 
world Communism will replace the market and 
competition by planned production.” 

§ 


One of the leading men in the Socialist Labor 
Party of England has stated: “It may not, at first 
sight, be apparent why the abolition of competi- 
tion, and the mechanisms of the market, should 
necessitate the legal imposition of compulsory 
labor. And yet, of course, the reason is clear. A 
non-competitive society may be defined as a society 
in which the crucial questions of (1) which work 
is to be done, (2) who is to do it, and (3) who is 
to receive its fruits, are not left to the motives of 
the market, but are consciously predetermined by 
some person, or persons.” | 


Socialism and communism both seek the same 
objective — Total State. The basic principles of 
communism have .been hatred of God; abolition of 
the free enterprise system; fomentation of class 
hatred ; propaganda to cause riots, strikes and tur- 
moil; and dictatorship. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the F.B.L., 
speaking at the annual convention of the Amer- 
ican Legion on September 30, 1946, referred to 
communism as our nation’s No. 1 “growing me- 
6 ME Hoover stated that communism has pen- 
labor unions and fraternal orders. 


Mr. J. N. Emerson, President of Kiwanis Inter- 
national, speaking to two hundred and fifty Ki- 
wanlans and their wives in Hattiesburg, Miss., on 
ebruary 13, 1947, stated that he had been in po- 
‘ition to keep a close watch on the development of 
‘Ommunism since 1931. Mr. Emerson stated: “The 


some of our churches, schools, colleges, - 


communistic program is being furthered in our 
schools and our churches by a lot of unsuspecting 
pag — do not realize that they are being. used 
as tools. 


Many of the leaders of the Federal Council 
would liquidate the profit-and-loss system, abolish 
the competitive motive and adopt a form of na- 
tional socialism and collectivism. This subject is 
discussed in the Federal Council’s Bulletin known 
as “Study No. 4,” entitled “Non-Profit Incentives 
In Our Economic Life.”’ 


On October 16, 1946, church leaders of the Pro- 
testant, Catholic and Jewish faiths issued a state- 
ment called a “Declaration on Economie Justice.” 
They stated that they were in favor of “an organ- 
ized and democratic partnership for the general 
welfare rather than a competitive struggle for in- 
dividual and group advantage,” and that “organ- 
ized co-operation of the functional economic 
groups among themselves and with the govern- 
— must be substituted for the rule of compe- 
ition. 


Every member of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., interested in the preservation of the indi- 
vidual competitive enterprise system should know . 
that Professor J. B. Green, of Decatur, Ga., Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., signed the “Declaration on Eco- 
nomic Justice.” The statement was also signed by 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, who was then Presi- 
dent of the Federal Council; Dr. Benjamin E. Mays 
(Negro), Vice-President of the Federal Council; 
Reverend Cameron P. Hall, Executive Secretary 
of the Industrial Relations Division, Federal 
Council; Reverend F. Ernest Johnson, Executive 
Secretary of the Department of Research and Edu- 
cation, Federal Council; Dr. Liston Pope, Chair- 
man of the Industrial Relations Division, Federal 
Council; Mrs. Harper Sibley, wife of the Treasurer 
of the Federal Council; and such C.I.O. labor 
leaders as Mr. Alfred Hoffmann and Mr. John 
Ramsay, of Atlanta, Ga. 


- If there should be any question in anyone’s mind 
as to the close relationship between the Federal 
Council and the C.I.O. in an effort to substitute a 
form of national socialism for the individual com- 
petitive enterprise system, they should read Paper 
Three (Applying Christianity To Economic Life) 
which was adopted by the Federal Council and 
C.I.0O. leaders at the National Conference on the 
Church and Economic Life sponsored by the Fed- 
eral Council at Pittsburgh, Pa., February 18-20, 
1947. Here are a few excerpts from Paper Three: 


“In education for this purpose the training 
of the clergy is vitally important. The clergy 
should have the special training needed to 
secure a basic understanding of economic pro- 
blems and their impact upon individual and 
social life. This special] training should not 
be book knowledge alone, but should include 
field and clerical training with first-hand con- 
tact with individuals and economic groups.” 


And then the Federal Council and C.I.O. leaders, 
after stating that the complex nature of the legis- 
lative process and of economic problems makes it 
difficult for Christian citizens to evaluate and sup- 
port or oppose legislative measures, stated in 
Paper Three: | 


“Therefore, the various church bodies, ‘de- 
-nominational and interdenominational, should 
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watch legislation and provide information for 
church people on issues which have implica- 
tions for the Christian conscience.” 


Continuing Paper Three states: 


“In this connection it is recommended that 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America arrange to conduct and publish a 
study summarizing the present practices and 
policies of the churches in matters of employ- 
ment, investment, and other economic activi- 
ties and to develop criteria for the guidance 
of churches in this field.” 


The C.I.0. News of March 3, 1947, in commenting 
on the important part the C.I.O. leaders took in 
the National Conference on the Church and Eco- 
nomic Life held in Pittsburgh, Pa., stated: 


“In eonsequence of their efforts (C.I.O. 
leaders), the conference declared that ‘it is. 
desirable to work toward an economy which 
provides an assured, adequate, annual income 
for every family.’ ”’ 


The C.I.O, News also praised the following which 
was included in Paper Three:. 


“Promote equal and unsegregated opportunity 
for all, including members of racial or other 
minority groups.” 


It has been appropriately said that: “‘The road to 
dictatorship may well be paved with good inten- 


tions of economic planners.’? No one would accuse 
the leaders of the Federal Council of being com. 
munists. The official records of the Federal Council, 
however, prove that the small group of men {j- 
recting the affairs of the Federal Council are “ego. 
nomic planners.”’ The foreign ideologies they adyo- 
cate, if put into effect, would give us “planned 
and managed economy,” just another name for 
national socialism. This proposed new economic 
system would not only involve continuous inroads 
upon states’ rights but would further unbalance 
the three departments of our republican form of 
government and finally destroy constitutional gov- 
ernment. 


Woodrow Wilson once said: “The history of 
Liberty is a history of the limitation of govern 
mental power, not the increase of it. When we 
resist, therefore, the concentration of power, we 


are resisting the process of death, because con- | 


centration of power is what always precedes the 
destruction of human liberties.” So, I repeat the 
600,000 members of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., should view with alarm the great concen- 
tration of power placed in the hands of a few 
leaders of the Federal Council. The same warning 
is timely in connection with the proposed: organic 
union of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A, The one way to resist 
these two great dangers is for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., to withdraw from the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America at 
the 1947 Meeting of our General Assembly. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For May 4: The Revolt 
Of The Northern Tribes 


Scripture: I Kings 6:1, 7-14,38; 11:26 - 14:81; 
I Chronicles 28:9-11. Devotional Reading: Psalms 
127. 

“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in 


vain that build it” (Ps. 127:la) might also read, 
“Except the Lord build the kingdom, they labor in 


vain that build it,” or, “except the Lord build a _ 


new world, they labor in vain that try to build it.” 
Builders of new houses, like so many of our peo- 
ple today, builders of kingdoms, like Solomon; and 
our modern “builders of a new world,’’ would do 
well to remember these words. 


The seeds of dissension and disruption were 
sowed by Solomon. Two great mistakes and sins 
were enough to account for the disaster which 
came at his death: (1) His oppression of the peo- 
ple because of his grand building program, and 
the extravagant luxury of his court; (2) His de- 
parture from the Lord. His apostasy was so com- 
plete that some think it was fatal; others see signs 
of a real return to Jehovah in his old age. Cer- 
tainly his sins as described in Chapter 11:1-25 are 
grievous enough to account for the awful punish- 
ment which came upon the land. Chapter 11 is 
full of “adversaries”: Hadad, and Rezon, and es- 


- all that I command thee . 


pecially Jeroboam. Our lesson centers around two 


men: Rehoboam, the son of Solomon; and Jero- 
boam, the son of Nebat. 


Jeroboam, the son of Nebat: 11:26-40. Jeroboam, 
a mighty man of valor, was promoted by Solomon 
until] “he made him ruler over all the charge of 
the house of Joseph.” The prophet Ahijah found 
him “in the way,” and, rending the new garment 
of Jeroboam, very dramatically says that God 3 
going to rend the kingdom from Solomon’s son 
and give ten tribes to him. He also explains the 
reason, namely, “Because they have forsaken Me. 
For David’s sake the Lord will leave one tribe, 
Judah (together with the small tribe of Benjamin) 
in the hands of Rehoboam. 


In Verse 38 Jeroboam is given a very gracious 
conditional promise: “If thou wilt hearken unto 
.. I will be with thee 


and build thee a sure house.”’ 


“Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboat. 
And Jeroboam arose, and fled into Egypt.’ 


Rehoboam, the son of Solomon: 12:1-15. Reho- 
boam, whose mother was Naamah the Ammonitess, 
was the very foolish son of a wise father, but @ 
wise father had some foolish streaks, and 
marrying heathen was the worst of those mistakes. 
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Solomon had made a wise choice when he began 


his reign; his son made a most stupid decision at 


the beginning of his, when he follows the advice 
of the young men who had “grown up with him,”’ 
rather than that of the old men who had been the 
counsellors of his father. 


The advice of old people is never to be despised. 
Some of the best counsel given to the writer when 
he was a young preacher, was that of his older 
members of the Session. Are we not apt to become 
impatient with what is called the “conservatism” 


of old age? Change, however, does not always 


mean progress: it must be change in the right di- 
rection. 


The old men said: “Speak good words to them, 
then they will be thy servants forever.” The young 
men advised the opposite course: that he tell the 
people that he would be far harder on them than 
his father had been. Back of all this was the hand 
of God Who controls the destiny of the nations. 


Revolt of the Ten Tribes: 12:16-24. The result 
was as the prophet had predicted, The northern 
part—Israel—revolted, and very naturally chose 
Jeroboam—who had been their spokesman in mak- 
ing their demands of Rehoboam: ‘‘Make thou the 


grievous service of thy father, and his heavy 


yoke ... lighter.” Rehoboam prepared to make 
war, but was forbidden to fight against their bre- 
thren. 


Jeroboam’s Sins: 12:25-33. Jeroboam thought he 
was pursuing a wise course in making the two 
calves, ordaining a feast, and choosing priests 
“from among all.”” He may have considered this 


later policy “‘more democratic” than the plan insti- 


tuted by God, in which only the sons of Levi could 
be priests. Today there is a great deal of foolish 
planning done in the name of “democracy.” It 
is always safer and better to follow God’s com- 
mandments. 


As was to be expected, these ‘‘calves’”’ became > 


a snare and were soon objects of worship. He not 


only sinned himself, but led his people into griev- — 


ous sins, so that he became known as “Jeroboam, 
the son of Nebat who caused Israel to sin.” This 
phrase follows him even as the word “traitor” fol- 


‘lowed Judas. Sometimes a man is forever famous 


because of one noble deed; sometimes eternally in- 
famous on account of one false step, or wicked 
act. (Men ilke Aaron Burr can ruin their whole 
career by some tragic blunder, or terrible sin). It 
ls only the grace of God that keeps many of us 
from some such fall. 


Jercboam by: the Man of Ged: 12:1: 


382. “And, behold, there came a man of God out 


of Judah . . . And he cried against the altar in 
the word of the Lord,’? and made the prediction 
that Josiah should desecrate it. (For its fulfill- 
ment see II Kings 23:15-16). He also gave the 
sign that the altar should be rent, which was im- 
mediatelyy fulfilled. When the king tried to inter- 
fere, his hand was “dried up,” but was restored 
later through the prayer of the prophet. 


The rather strange, but very instructive, story 
of the sad end of this “man of God” is a warn- 
Ing to us all. When we have a clear command from 

od, let us not allow any man to turn us aside 
from the path of complete obedience, no matter 
yee men do pretend to “speak also from the 

rd.” There are many “false prophets” gone out 
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THAT GUARANTEES YOU A REGULAR FIXED 
INCOME FOR LIFE ... THEN HELPS 
PERPETUATE THE WORK OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Through the Annuity Gift plan of our Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions, it is possible to 
buy an annuity ... for yourself, for another, or 
jointly—-guaranteeing an attractive, fixed income 
for life ... AND at the same time make a gift of 
the principal to Foreign Missions. 7 


Your annuity check will come to you semi-annually 
as long as you live. If you so desire, you may ar- 
range to have it continue coming to another should 
they survive you. The annuity rate is liberal com- 
pared with interest rates today, and your money 
is safely invested in your behalf. 


Equally important, your money will help carry on 
the work of Foreign Missions, sending missionaries 
to distant lands and paying the necessary expenses 
of their work. 


We will be glad to send you copies of our free 
booklets telling about this plan of Annuity Gifts 
in detail, Write today to: 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville (1) Tenn. 
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into the world. Some of these would deceive the 
very elect, if that were possible. We have to “try 
the spirits’ these days, as well as in the days of 
old. (Read and meditate on this story as given in 
Verses 7-32). Over many of God’s servants there 
might be pronounced the lament of the “old pro- 
phet” after he had so maliciously misled the ‘‘man 
of God”: “Alas, my brother.” 


Death of Jeroboam’s Son, Abijah: 14:1-13. 
There is a striking similarity here between the 
action of Jeroboam and that of Saul, after the 
Lord had departed from that wretched king. In 
their great distress of mind they both seek aid 
from the prophet who had made them king: Saul 
seeks to bring up Samuel from the grave; Jero- 
boam sends his wife, disguised, to seek counsel 
from Ahijah who had told him he would be king. 
If these two men had only followed their spiritual 
advisers all the way, instead of just seeking their 
help in their time of trouble, what a difference it 
would have made. Do we not find wicked men 
today sometimes sending for the preacher when 
they are in some difficulty or sorrow, when they 
would have naught to do with preacher or God 
while all went well with them? 


Both of these kings received sad news. It is 
too late now. The message of Ahijah is that the 
son of Jeroboam, Abijah, will die. And not only 
that, but that he alone of all his seed, shall come 
to the grave, because some good thing was found 
in him, 


Jeroboam’s reign comes to an end after 22 years 
and Nadab his son reigned in his stead, but for 
only two years. “He that dieth of Jeroboam in 
the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in 
the field shall the fowls of the air eat: for the 
Lord hath spoken it.” 


End of Rehoboam: 14:21-31. His reign of 17 
years was marked by sin of a very grievous nature 
—even Sodomites were in the land of Judah. 
Shishak, king of Egypt, comes up and takes away 
the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
king’s house. Instead of ‘“‘shields of gold’’ Reho- 
boam made “shields of brass.’”’ From gold to brass: 
what “backward progress” sin. makes in a nation! 


> 


Lesson For May 11: The Struggle 
Against Realism 


Scripture: I Kings 16:29 - II Kings 10. De- 
votional Reading: Psalms 138. 


Jeroboam introduced ‘Calf Worship’’, the re- 
ligion of Egypt, where he had taken refuge from 
Solomon, ‘‘as a political measure to keep the two 
kingdoms separate.’”’ This was so deeply rooted in 
the northern kingdom that it remained until the 
fall of that land. Every one of the 19 kings of 
Israel followed this to some extent. 


Baal worship was introduced by Jezebel and 
Ahab. It prevailed for about 30 years and then 
“was exterminated by Elijah, Elisha, and Jehu.”’ 


In the Southern Kingdom of Judah Jehovah- 
worship was preserved, but many of the kings 
served idols in varying degrees. Under the usurp- 
ing Queen Athaliah (daughter of Jezebel), there 
was the worst forms of apostasy. She and Jezebel 
were both “devilish women.’’ 


In our lesson today we are chiefly concerne 
with this “Struggle against Baalism.”’ The name 
of two kings and two prophets stand out op. 
spicuously: Ahab and Jehu; Elijah and Elisha. We 
will center our thoughts around these four men. 


Ahab (And Jezebel) 


We include Jezebel because she was worse— 
and stronger—than her husband. 


Six kings preceded Ahab: Jeroboam, whom we 
have already considered; Nadab, his son, who only 
reigned two years and was assassinated by Baasha, 
who slew all the house of Jeroboam, and walked 
in the sins of Jeroboam, “calf worship and all 
its abominations’; Elah, son of Baasha, a de. 
bauchee, who had a two-year reign and was slain 
by Zimri while drunk, the house of Baasha being 
swept away; Zimri, a military officer who only 
held sway for seven days; Omri, more wicked 
than al] those who had preceded him, but a capable 
king who gained such prominence that the land 
was called, “‘The land of Omri.’’ He made an alli- 
ance with Tyre—center of  Baal-worship—y 
marrying his son Ahab to Jezebel, the daughter 
of Ethbaal, king of the Zidonians. 


Ahab was the most wicked of the wicked kings 
of Israel. In the summary of his reign we have 
these words: “But there was none like unto Ahab, 
which did sel] himself. to work wickedness in the 
sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred 
up.” (I Kings 21:25). He was weak, but this weak- 
ness was more than offset by the strong and dia- 
bolical character of the queen. She was “‘the power 
behind the throne; she “introduced Baal-worship 
and abolished Jehovah-worship, slew the prophets 
of the Lord ... ruthlessly murdered Naboth and 
his family.” 


Ahab “humbled himself and went softly” toward 
the end of his wicked reign and for this the ex- 
termination of his house was delayed. He and 
Jezebel both met terrible deaths, according to the 
words of Elijah, “In the place where dogs licked 
the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even 
thine,” and “The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the 
wall of Jezreel.” (I Kings 21:19, and 23). 


Elijah 


“The answer to Ahab and Jezebel was Elijah,” 
the Tishbite, “a Mount Sinai man with the heart 
of a thunderstorm.” His “rare, sudden, and brief 
appearances, his undaunted courage and fiery 
zeal, the brilliancy of his triumphs, the pathos of 
his despondency,” the power of his prayers, “the 
glory of his departure, and the calm beauty of his 
reappearance on the Mount of Transfiguration, 
make his one of the grandest and most romantic 
characters Israel ever produced.” 


His mission was to thoroughly eradicate Baal- 
ism, a most vile and cruel religion, which included 
re grossest immorality and the sacrifice of I- 
ants, 


First came the severe drought, during which 
Elijah was miraculously given food and water al 
preserved from the wrath of Ahab who searc 
his own land, and took oaths from the surround 
ing nations that Elijah was not hiding within 
their borders. Finally God tells him to show hin- 
self to the king. This he does, and arranges for the 
dramatic contest on Mount Carmel. 


| 
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This is the climax of his career. (Unless we 


regard his being carried to heaven in a whirlwind 
as greater). His ‘“‘venture of faith was magnifi- 
cent,” and was gloriously rewarded. The fire 
came, the sacrifice and altar and water were con- 
sumed, and all the prophets of Baal slain. (Surely 
no one can have any sentimental feeling of pity 
for these corruptors and murderers. Elijah was 
God’s agent in their well-deserved destruction). 


The challenge of Elijah rings in our ears to- 


day: “‘How long go ye limping between the two 
sides?—-choose you this day’! Would that some 
zealous prophet might awaken us today by similar 
words! He prays, and the abundant rain comes, 
and his triumph seems complete, and victory for 
God assured. 


Then, when Jezebel sends her threatening mes- 


sage, he flees in discouragement and prays that 
he may die. He may have thought that even Jeze- 
bel would be converted, or at least awed, by the 
great miracle on Carmel. God deals very patient- 
ly and graciouslyy with His servant and sends 
him back to his work. He shows the prophet that 


it is not by the spectacular wind and earthquake 


and fire, that His work is done, but by the still 
small voice of the Spirit. 


Jehu 
“And Jehu, the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint 


to be king over Israel.” This was part of the un- 
finished work of Elijah. , 


Jehu was “an officer of the bodyguard of Ahab. 


He was present at the murder of Naboth and 
his sons, and heard the doom pronounced upon 
their murderers, Ahab and Jezebel, 


Anointed by Elisha, through one of “the chil- 
dren of prophets” (see II Kings 9:1, 2). He set 


about “immediately and most furiously to carry 


out his bloody work. He slew Joram, king of 
Israel, Jezebel, Ahaziah (son-in-law of Ahab), 
Ahab’s seventy sons, the brothers of Ahaziah, all 


the friends and partizans of Ahab’s house, all the 


prophets and worshippers of Baal and eradicated 
Baal worship.”’ It was rough and cruel and bloody, 
but necessary work. Jehu was a fit agent. To 
“ride like Jehu” became a sort of proverb. 


We sometimes wonder that God uses such means 
to accomplish His purposes, but let us remember 
the terrible nature of Baalism. He used the As- 
syrians and Babylonians to chastize His own peo- 
ple. Cyrus was His servant; world-conquerors obey 
His will, even though they are evil men. 


“Jehu, however, did not go all the way in his re- 
forms.” He departed not from the sins of Jero- 
boam, and took no heed to walk in the law of the 
Lord.”” He was a wicked, bloodthirsty man used 
to exterminate a horrible menace to God’s peo- 
ple. His dynasty continued to the fourth genera- 
tion in recognition of his service as executioner 
of a sentence of justice. ; 


Elisha 


Elisha, the successor to Elijah, was a man of 
very different disposition from that stern prophet, 
and the nature of his work was much quieter. His 
father was a man of some wealth and he was called 
as he “followed the plow.’”’ He became a student 
and was associated with Elijah for about eight 
years. He was ‘a great admirer of Elijah, but 
utterly different. Elijah was like the tempest 
and earthquake; Elisha like the still small voice. 
Elijah was stern and (filintlike; Elijah gentle, 
gracious, diplomatic. Elijah lived in the wilder- 
ness, with a cloak of camel’s hair; Elisha lived in 
cities, and dressed like other people. He was com- 
panionable, sociable, with a sense of humor.” 
(This, and other quotations are from Halley’s 
Handbook). 


His ministry lasted fifty years. He continued to 
put down Baalism. He had schools of the prophets 
at Dotham, Samaria, Bethel, Shunem, and Carmel. 
He was “a pastor-prophet-teacher.” He performed 
many miracles. Elijah reminds us of John the 
Baptist; Elisha of our Savior and His ministry of 
helpfulness and healing. 


Elisha was a great statesman, and his influence 
was commanding. He, while not approving of many 
of the kings of Israel, came to their rescue in 
times of crisis. His advice was sought and fol- 
lowed. “In the midst of a crooked, perverse gen- 
eration, he lived a beautiful, kindly, helpful life.” 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For May 


When we repeat the Apostle’s Creed we say: . 
“I believe in the holy catholic church.” The word 
catholic is an adjective that means “universal, per- 
taining to all.” In these words we confess our faith 
in the universal church made up of all believers 
throughout all the world, yet when we look around 
us at churches as we know them all we see is the 
differences. 


It is too bad that this is so, for most of the peo- 
_ ple in the world see only the churches, and seeing 
only difference they feel that actually we of the 
church do not have the authoritative word from 
God but speak only our own ideas and prejudices. 
Many in the church would solve this problem by 
bringing all churches into one big church, one 


organized whole, and they begin this program by 
bringing about the union of different families of 
churches, such as union of all Methodist Churches 
and a _ union of all Presbyterian families. 


This would all be fine if it could be worked out, 
but there is one big fact that we can not dodge. 
All the differences that we see among Christians, 
differences so great that men far out of the left 
wing actually have a different religion from those 
who may be out on the right wing, remind us that 
we are so different that were we to come together 
in one organic union we would of necessity have 
one of two things: either we would have such con- 
flicting ideas that we would have only a con- 
glomerate mess, or we would all have to so sacri- 
fice and stifle our convictions we would have a 
spineless organization with no real convictions. In 
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neither case would the organization be strong 
enough to stand against the evil forces of our 
world or would the organization be true enough 
to the revealed faith to claim the power of God. 


Is there no hope for us then? Yes, there is real 
hope. In our vesper topics this month we can find 
the answer. In our first two programs we shall find 
that there is a real spiritual unity among believers 
that transcends all organizational relationships, 
and those who change the world are those who 
have this spiritual power that all Christians recog- 
nize. Then in the last two programs we shall see 
how possible it is for organizations that call them- 
selves Christian to become so far removed from 
true faith that we must differ and stay separate 
from them. 


— 


May 4: Great Spirits 
Introduction | 


Last fall thousands of young fellows all over 
America played college football, but only eleven 
of these fellows made the All-American team; and 
these eleven men will probably be the inspiration 
of thousands of grammar school boys this year 
who play on our sandlots and aspire to great hon- 
ors as they grow older. 


Even so millions of people down through the 
years have sought to live the Christian life, in our 
own day millions all over the world are seeking to 
live for Christ; but down through all the ages and 
today there are some great spirits that stand out 
above the crowd as having done a better job at it 
than most of the rest of us. These inspire us to be 
ever at the job of developing our lives and our 
service. | 


In Hebrews, Chapter 11, we find a list of the 
great spirits of Bible days who rose above the 
crowd, Study their lives. In New Testament times 
and down through the history of the Church every 
age has produced its great spirits. Read about some 
of them. In our own day we have seen some of 
the greatest of the heroes of the faith. Study their 
lives. In this Journal material our space and = pur- 
pose limit us to pointing out one of the great 
spirits of the Bible. As we look at the life of this 
man we find the secret of greatness of spirit. If 
we dare to follow in his steps we too shall rise 
above the crowd. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Daniel - Chapter I) 


1. Inward Decision: 1:8a. Daniel knew what 
would hold him back and what God required of 
him, and with this in mind he made his own per- 
sonal decision to make the best of his life. With- 
out this decision we drift. 


2. Spiritual Discernment: 1:8b. Danie] knew that 
the rich food of Babylon would defile, though the 
majority said that it was good. He was willing to 
separate from that which hindered, even though 
the crowd.went the other way. 


3. Open Declaration: 1:8c. Once Daniel made his 
decision he took his stand, fearing not the ridicule 
of the crowd, 


4. Practical Duty: 1:12-20. Daniel did not neg- 


lect the practical duty imposed upon him by the 
steward simply because he disagreed religiously, 


rather he did his job so well he gained the respect 
of the steward for his work, and thereby for his 


God. 


5. True Devotion: (a) Daniel was faithful to 
God and Man: 6:5. He did his work so well no 
fault could be found, but he was faithful to God 
even though men found fault with that. (b) Daniel 
was courteous in worship: 6:10. No man who is 
ashamed to own his God in faithful worship will 
ever be much good to God—or to man. (c) Daniel 
was Biblical in his thinking: 9:2. Daniel dared to 
face the world because he could trust his Bible to 
lbe the very Word of God. If the Bible is less than 
the Word of God we had better soft-pedal things 
because the world might be right. If the Bible is 
the very Word of God, stand on that and let the 
world fire away. | 


Suggestions 


Topics that open up the field of biography pre- 
sent many opportunities for different types of pro- 
gram. The talks could present the stories of dif- 
ferent Bible characters, then modern characters. 
Or maybe you could do it this way, take a Bible 
character, a modern Christian, and some person 
that may have just failed to be a good Christian, 
then study their lives in the light of the Scripture 
outline and see how their rise to great Christian 
living followed this pattern and how the one who 
failed to take one or the other of these steps. Be 
sure and apply the truth to your own experience. 


May 11: All One Body We 


Introduction 


Every time I stand in church and sing from the 
familiar hymn, “‘All One Body We,’’ I can’t help 
but think of the little quip a friend of mine once 
made, Someone was congratulating him on his 
marriage and he said: ‘‘Yes, we are one flesh now 
but we still have to travel on two tickets.” We 
who are in the true Church of Christ are all one 
body, but it seems that we are traveling in dif: 
ferent ways on different routes and the harder 
some people try to pull to get us together the 
harder we seem to pull apart. 


But this tension would not be so strong if we 
would keep in mind the meaning of words. Unity 
means “the state of being one.” Union means “the 
act of uniting or making one.”’ When we talk about 


- Christian unity we see that “the state of being 


one” is something that God has done, and we are 
exhorted to keep the unity God has made. When 
we talk about union that is something that man 
must do, and no man can bring groups into a 
union unless there is first the unity. Therefore our 
main task must not be to try and make union 


where there is no unity, but we must seek to keep 


the unity that God has made in order that union 
may grow out of it. It must come this way or it 
will never come. 
Just what is the “unity” that God has made and 
that we are to keep? : 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Ephesians 4:1-6) 


Paul exhorts us to keep the unity (Verse 3) 
and then he defines the unity. Let us break up the 
sevenfold analysis of our spiritual unity and rea 
a passage of Scripture that describes each element 
mentioned. 


| 
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1. One Body: Ephesians 1:15-23. 

2. One Spirit: Romans 8:14-17. 

3. One Calling: I Corinthians 1:9. 

4. One Lord: Philippians 2:5-11. 

5. One Faith: Galatians 1:3-9. 

6. One Baptism: I Corinthians 12:12-13. 
7. One God: I Timothy 2:5-6. 
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Suggestions 

Many are working so hard for union today that 
we are in danger of forgetting about unity. Your 
group should get down and study the Scripture 
Lesson and related passages, with the help of an 
adult who knows Bible doctrine well, in order that 
each member of your group may know well what 
the Bible says about our oneness in Christ and be 
led by the Spirit to enter into that oneness experi- 
mentally. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


The 1947 Birthday 


Offering 
For Our Missions In The Orient 


WOMAN'S AUXILIARY 
How The Gift Will 
Be Used 
In China — 50 Percent | 


A model home, Chinese in architecture and furn- 


ishings, in connection with the Bible School in 


four stations: Haichow, Hauchowfu, Kiangyin, 


and Tsingkiangpu. 

For translation, printing and promoting of pho- 
netic work as an aid to having a literate China. 
A children’s ward in the Kashing Hospital. 


Evangelistic work among women and girls of 
the Yencheng and Taichow fields. 


A fund—the interest from which is to be used 
for scholarships for Christian girls. 


A kindergarten in Soochow. 

bi Bible Teachers’ Training School in Nan- 
Ing. 
Rebuilding and equipping of Woman’s Bible 
Schoo] at Kiangyin. 


Rehabilitation and equipping of the Bible 
Schools at Kashing and Tsingkiangpu. 


In Japan — 25 Percent 


The general objective, “Rehabilitation Fund for 
Woman’s Work in Japan,’ definite project to be 
selected later. 


In Korea — 25 Percent | 
Major repairs and equipment of the Speer Girls’ 
School in Kwangju. 


Preparation and publishing of literature on care 
and training of children and the development of 
the Christian Home. 


Repair and equipment of the Bible Class build- 
ings in the several stations, with Neel School at 
Kwangju and the Ada Hamilton Clark Schoo] in 
Chunju coming first. 


Endowment of the Chair of Bible in the Speer 
Girls’ School. 


An Important Week For The Woman 
July 1-7, 1947 — Montreat, N. C. 


Again we are looking forward to our Woman’s 
Auxiliary Training School at Montreat, N. C., July 
1-7, An excellent program is being planned for 
this weck, including classes presenting all twelve 
courses in the Woman’s Training School curric- 
ulum. Dr. Sam Joekel, of Austin, Tex., will lead 
the Platform Bible Hour. Other outstanding 
leaders will share in the program that week. Spe- 
cial classes will be offered for teachers of Bible 
and Mission Study in the local church, and guid- 
ance for leaders of groups studying how to dis- 
charge more effectively the special responsibilities 
of Christian women today. : 


Reconstruction In Japan 
By Mary F. Smythe” 


“There is a moral vacuum in Japan. Shintoism 
is gone and nothing has yet arisen to take its 
place.’’ So says one who has recently returned from 
that sadly disillusioned country. But as we all 
know, something rushes in to fill every vacuum. 
What is filling the empty souls of the Japanese 
people? 


A correspondent wrote the other day that all 
kinds of cults and isms were springing up, promis- 
ing new life to the people. “Way of Man” cult 
teaches that one can recover from illness, succeed 
in the world, be a great man, if one only believes 
that he has the power in himself. There are many 
of these cults of auto-suggestion and others even 


more useless and degrading. 


One of our missionaries who has just gone back 
to Japan writes: ‘The Christian forces in Japan 
are trying to rise to the favorable turn of events, 
but they are tired, undernourished, confused and 
without the necessary literature for an aggressive 
presentation of the Gospel. No paper, no Bibles, 
hymnbooks, tracts or Christian books. One-fourth 
of the church buildings throughout Japan were 
destroyed, and since the larger number of churches 
were in the urban areas where the greatest ruin 
was brought about, the proportion there is much 
larger.” 

Even against these odds, the Christians are 
bravely taking advantage of their countrymen’s 
new willingness to listen to the Gospel, and are 
succeeding in their efforts to bring many to Christ. 
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One young woman who lost her brother and broth- 
er-in-law in the war, whose husband is a Presby- 
terian minister, wrote me last week that “Since 
peace has come, we are very happy that the Gospel 
has taken on new life throughout the whole coun- 
try. We are hopeful for the conversion of many 
people. I think how happy Mr. Smythe must be in 
Heaven when he sees the growth of the seed he 
planted. Pray for us.”’ 


An American colonel who was in Nagoya says 
that the Golden Castle College was completely de- 
stroyed except for “Gloria Hall,” the auditorium 
given by the Woman’s Auxiliary in 1935. He talked 
to the Principal, Mr. Ichimura, tired and worn 
and thin, yet bringing the school to life again 
with his same consecration and enthusiasm. Last 
summer he managed to put up a building of the 
cheapest construction, with 26 classrooms. In the 
repaired “Gloria Hall” and this one building he 
now has a school of 2,500 girls and 40 teachers. 
2,500 young girls in one city who are learning the 
true Way of Life in this time of confusion and 
cynicism! 


Don’t we want to give all we can to the work of 
reconstruction in Japan, that more young girls 
may be led to Christ at this most critical time? 


*Mrs. L. C, M. Smythe, former missionary to 
Japan. 


(“One phase of the work which will: be touched 
by the 1947 Birthday Objective of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary: ‘For Our Missions in the Orient.’ ’’) 


Kiangyin Woman’s Bible School 
By Andrew Allison 


I look at the neat little row of most un- 
pretentious white-washed rooms housing the brave 
remnant of our little Woman’s Bible School, ‘‘Holy 
Doctrine College,’”’ the Chinese of it is. I look at 
the other side of the compound and I see two sad 
wrecks. One is the remains of the charming two- 
story building dear Miss Jourolman left us—the 
lovely chapel below, with classrooms at the back, 
and the pleasant dormitory above. The other is 
rather a frustrated embryo than a demolished 
building; and it needs some explaining. 


The life of the Chinese country woman is a drab 
affair, No one under heaven works harder, and 
none have fewer holidays. But here the Gospel 
reaches out a loving hand; and the yearly Woman’s 
Conference was becoming the bright spot of the 
year to increasing scores of the Christian women. 
They came up at the appointed time, bringing 
their bags of rice, their babies, and their awaken- 
ing capacities for study and recreation. Our ladies 
packed them at night in tight rows, on straw 
spread on every available floor; and our school- 
girls volunteered to herd babies while the mothers 
studied. All very ‘‘noisy and hot,” as the highly 
expressive Chinese phrase goes, describing their 
idea of a good time. But the scores were running 
into hundreds, and our-houses would not hold 
them. And so this nice new two-story brick house 
was provided for, and was going happily on, as far 
as the ground-floor window frames. But the Ja- 
panese flood rolled in, and stopped the building, 
and engulfed the homes too, with all else in its 
path. But the women’s need is the same as before, 
and their bright spot has faded out. Shall we do 
anything about it? 
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After all, it is always: ‘“‘The people, Lord, the 
people.” What has our little school done besides 
hold conferences for country women brought in 
from outside? Well, today, through the heavy rain, 
a messenger brought me in a letter from far ip 
the country. It said: “Miss Tsiang and I are go 
happy that you are coming to preach for us this 
week. Everything is prepared, and the Christians 
are waiting to welcome you.” The writer is one 
Mrs. Daung, who not so long ago was far gone jn 
the living death of drug addiction. Miss Tsiang, 
who went out from this little school, went first 
with a fellow-graduate to a new place on the Sand- 
lands to the east, where the two so lived that the 
people marvelled at the strange newness of their 
life, and a little church sprang up in which the 
people wept when “Teacher Tsiang’” was called 
elsewhere. She and others like her drew Mrs. 
Daung out of the pit and set her feet on the Rock; 
and now the two are more than sisters in the 
Lord’s work, 


Last week I spent on the Sandlands. All through. 
the desolate years of war after we missionaries 
were interned or driven out, little Miss Tsang held 
things together out there practically single-handed. 
She had come, a desolate young widow, to our 
little Bible School, wishing only to die and escape 
the crushing burden of life. But the sweet, bright, 
healing influences of the Gospel were about her all 
day and all night; and she came out into The 
Light, and bore It with her into the dark places. 
And only a few days ago I saw her, when an 
angry woman was resisting her husband’s impulse 


toward the Light, and crying out: “If you believe | 


in Jesus you have no relatives and no friends!” 
I saw her, this gentle little lady, go to her and put 
loving arms around her, saying: ‘You believe in 
Jesus, and I’ll be your friend!” 


From this school went out fresh-colored, able 
Dzeng Ching-ngoo, who is so nobly assisting our 
oldest country pastor that one might almost put it 
the other way. Stout little Ho Si-ya, gentle Mrs. Yo, 
ever-busy Mrs. You, of whom one missionary lady 
says she holds her a model of practical Bible ex- 
position—they and many more came out of this 
same little school of ours. And those that have 
gone to work in other missions are many. We be- 


lieve in this Bible School, and in its future. Help 


us to rehabilitate it, and to make it the centre of 
our woman’s evangelistic work as we have long 
planned. 


Wings For The Soul 


Clean Hands 


Once in my childhood long gone dead, — 
I watched a supper table being spread | 
By busy hands; and eagerly I said— * 
Wishing to help—‘Please, may I bring the Bread? 
Gently, reprovingly a kind voice said, 

“Are your hands Clean?” 


Oft when I see the multitude, unfed, 

And waiting hungry for the living bread, 
My heart and hands are eager to be sped 
To bring the manna that they may be fed, 


- But One Voice says, e’en as a voice once said, 


“Are your hands Clean?” — 
And I bow my head.— 
Author Unknown. 
From Missionary Tidings, February, 1946. 
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Chang Da Chi Comes To Bible School 
By Miss Mary McCown 


Missionary to China 


Who was Chang Da Chi? A Christian? Not at 
the time she appeared at the Bible School for 
Women in Tsingkiangpu, China, for she had al- 
most no understanding of the Gospel story. Though 
addressed as Miss, she was a young widow, not 
more than nineteen years of age. . . - 


What brought her to the Bible School? That par- 
ticular. session of the Bible School was opening 
with a conference of several days for Christian 
women, a number of whom could not stay on in 


the school for the months of regular Bible study. | 


Mrs. Ch’u, an older Christian woman, came for the 
conference and brought with her this young wo- 
man, her. distant relative. Mrs. Ch’u could stay 
only the few days, but was eager to have Chang 
Da Chi remain and study the Word of God. Chang 
Da Chi had been to a church at a little chapel a 
time or two, but as yet had very little knowledge 


of the Gospel, and could not read. Her story 


touched us, and we felt the Lord must have brought 
her there, so she was received as a student in the 
Bible School. 

When she was but a little girl her father had 
died, leaving the mother with this only child. Un- 
fortunate in China that she was but a girl! The 
two lived on for some time with the father’s 
mother. There came a day when the child’s mother 
married again and went away. According to the 
customs of the clan life of the village people, the 
mother could not take her first husband’s child 
with her. That child belonged to the clan of her 
own father. Then, too, what other family of meager 
income would want another girl? So the child 
stayed on with her grandmother. , 


A few years passed. Dark indeed the next sha- 
dow which fell across her pathway. A bereft and 
lonely girl saw her grandmother’s body carried to 
its grave. How confused and stunned she must 
have felt in the midst of the ceremonies and wail- 
ings of a heathen funeral]! 

What was to be done with this teen-age girl 
without a family? The only possible plan seemed 
to be to send Chang Da Chi to an aunt who was a 
nun living at a Buddhist temple and performing 
rites for the worshippers. What dark, unwholesome 
environment for a bright girl in her teens! But 
here she remained for a while. 


Next came her marriage to a boy she perhaps 
had never seen before, or at least had not known 
personally, Such is the old-time marriage custom 
in China. Thus it was well, and friends were happy 
over it. Surely now Chang Da Chi’s problems were 


solved, and at last she could feel settled in a home. 


Alas for the uncertainties of human life, especi- 
ally in a land of strife and confusion. The home 
life did not last more than a year. A day came 
When she and her husband were captured and car- 
ried off by robbers. Personal enmity seemed to be 
volved. The husband was killed and the young 
wife held captive. After some days she managed to 
escape. Now the only home was back to the 


Buddhist temple with its dark atmosphere of 


idolatry. A young widow scarcely nineteen years 
of age! One must know something of the usual lot 
of a widow in China in order to understand to 
some extent how dark her future outlook. 


C 


lian relative, succeeded in getting her to at- 


But a gleam of light was to arise. Mrs. Ch’u, the 


tend a Sunday worship service in an out-station 
chapel for a time or two. Then Mrs. Ch’u brought 
Chang Da Chi to the Bible School. Here began our 
first acquaintance with her. We wondered what. 
kind of a pupil she would be, for she was not then 
a Christian, though her attitude toward Chris- 
tianity was favorable. She had come with a vague 
idea that this “Jesus doctrine” might bring her 
comfort. 


She proved a bright and willing pupil, with an 
unusually good disposition. She soon accepted 
Christ as her Saviour. When the Bible School ses- 
sion of four months closed should we let her go 
back to the temple life and surroundings where 
the temptations to backslide would be many? No, 
there must be some other plan. An arrangement 
was made with a Christian widow to take in Da 


Chi for some months and to continue her instruc- 


tion in the Scriptures. The young woman was to 
help the older woman in the daily home tasks. The 
plan worked well. Chang Da Chi was humble, pa- 
tient, and faithful. 


After the second session in the Bible School 
Chang Da Chi had developed in the Christian life 
in such a way that she seemed to be a good choice 
as a helper to send out with one of the itinerant 
Bible women. In this capacity she served well and 
faithfully. She returned to the Bible’ Schoo! for 
further terms of study. Her aunt, the nun, con- 
tinued to help her some financially. When her 
course was completed she went out with this itin- 
erant Bible woman, who was several years her 
senior, as a joint worker. The two have been firm 
friends, and zealous witnesses for the Lord, tell- 
ing the Gospel story in many villages and teaching 
many people. They have been working with a piti- 
fully meager income, but with full hearts and lov- 
ing service and souls won for the Master. 


How we long for news of them during the strife 
and hardships of these last few years! They have 
doubtless passed through intensely trying times, 
but we fee] sure that their Christian faith and 
faithfulness have been as shining lights, and that 
the peace the Master gives has been a boon to 
their souls. 


We long, too, for the Bible Schools of the entire 
mission territory to be open again, and that 
through them many hearts may come to know bet- 
ter the Master and the Book, and go out with liv- 
ing witness and loving service. : 


= 


Christian Education 


Winners In Competitive Scholarship 
Contest — 1946-47 
Rank 1, 4-year class, value $2,000.00: Dorothy 


Elizabeth McGhee, 1300 Grand Avenue, Tex- 
arkana, Ark. 


Rank 2, 4-year class, value $1,600.00: Joseph 
James Murray, Jr., 6 White Street, Lexington, Va. 


Rank 3, 4-year class, value $1,200.00: William 


- Edward Boyce, French Camp, Miss. 


Rank 4, 4-year class, value $1,000.00: Sara 
a Jackson, 240 College Avenue, Rock Hill, 


Rank 5, 1-year class, value $500.00: Edyn Tay- 
lor Bowen, Jr., 703 Avery Street, Decatur, Ga. 
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Rank 6, 1-year class, value $400.00: Bruce Liv- 
ingston Davis, Jr., 132 South Hernando Avenue, 
Areadia, Fla. | 

Rank 7, 1-year class, value $300.00: Leon Leroy 
Stine, Jr., Gautier, Miss. 

Rank 8, l1-year class, value $300.00: Samuel 
Craighead Alexander, Jr., 2012 East Seventh 
Street, Charlotte 4, N. C. 

Rank 9, 1-year class, value $300.00: Deborah 
Newton Berry, 816 East Beach, Gulfport, Miss. 

Rank 10, 1-year class, value $200.00: Nancy Nis- 
bet Anderson, 678 Moreland Avenue, N.E., At- 
lanta, Ga. 

Rank 11, 1-year class, value $200.00: Lila Mills 
Ponder, 1515 Southwest Fourteenth Terrace, Mi- 
ami 35, Fla. 7 

Rank 12, 1-year class, value $200.00: Sarah 
Allen McKee, Newellton, La. 

Rank 13, 1-year class, value $100.00: Wilbur 
- agama King, 859 Delano Drive, N.E., Atlanta 5, 

a. 

Rank 14, 1-year class, value $100.00: Lilian 
Seca Bedinger, care F.M.C., Red Springs, 


Rank 15, 1-year class, value $100.00: Eulalie 
Draughon, 1553 Springhill Avenue, Mobile, Ala. 

Rank 16, 1-year class, value $100.00: Sarah Eve- 
Ivn Jackson, 121 North Eighth Avenue, Jackson- 
ville Beach, Fla. 

Rank 17, l-year class, value $100.00: Dan In- 
Jr., 0601 Wilson Lane, Bethesda 

Rank 18, 1-year class. value $100.00: Virginia 
Irene McCormick, 121 Cline Street, Shelby, N. C. 

Rank 19, l-year class, value $100.00: Su Caro- 
889 East College Avenue, Batesville, 

r 


Rank 20, 1-year class, value $100.00: Betty Bea- 


trice Harrell, Shelby, Miss. 


Honorable Mention 


(No award but list to be drawn on in 
case of withdrawals) 


Rank 21: Carol Louise Munger, 1738 Crestwood 
Drive, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Rank 22: Alice Rachel McGill, 16 South Main 
Street, Greer, S, C. 

Rank 23: Mary Lucille High, 28 Pinehurst, Tus- 
caloosa, Ala. ; 

Rank 24: Jane Evelyn Pitman, 4809 Kavanaugh, 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Rank 25: Charles William Grissett, 114 West 
Voorhis, DeLand, Fla. 

Rank 26: Harris Edward Petree, 819 Linden 
Street, Shreveport, La. 

Rank 27: Patricia Anne McBride, 888 Main 
Street, Batesville, Ark. 

Rank 28: Eugene Warren Herron, 302 South 
Thornton Avenue, Dalton, Ga. 

Rank 29: Joe Baird Morton, Box 187, Yancey- 
ville, N. C. 

Rank 30: Jessie Claire McLendon, Raymond, 
Miss. 


Rank 31: John Geoffrey Nuckton, Harbor Island, 


R.F.D. 3, Wilmington, N. C 
Rank 32: A. Willis Norman, Jr., Clemson, S. C. 


WORK IN KEY WEST, FLA. 


By Miss Guinevere E. Morgan 
DEFENSE SERVICE SECRETARY | 


First Presbyterian Church 
| ‘Key West, Fla. 


The work of the Defense Service Secretary in 
Key West, Fla., is largely with the families in 
what is known as Poinciana Extension, a naval] 
housing area adjacent to Key West. This vital 
work is made possible by appropriations from the 
Defense Service Council, Rev. Dan. T. Caldwell, 
eo with general headquarters in Richmond, 

a. 


In Poinciana we find civilian workers and fami- 
lies of sailors who are stationed there for varying 
lengths of time. For the most part the families 
are constantly shifting. The writer made a com- 
plete house to house visitation last fall, but soon 
after Christmas a definite change in _ personnel 
could be noticed, There is never a stopping place, 
because no matter how often we cover the area, 
new families are always to be found, thus calling 
for the making of new friendships. 


It is to be expected with the crowded conditions 
prevailing in Poinciana that there is a tendency to 
drift, and even to forego church attendance al- 
together, and certainly we find many who take the 
path of least resistance—the Community Church 
located in the area. While this church is doing a 
commendable work, at the same time we do like 
to have our Presbyterians come to the Presbyte- 
rian Church, and there will always be a certain 
number who are loyal along that line. 


In addition to the regular visiting in Poinciana 
the Secretary assists Rev. and Mrs. M. S. Avery in 
various phases of general church work, particu- 
larly in rounding up new members for the Sunday 
School, working up attendance for the Woman's 
Auxiliary each month, sponsoring the Young Peo- 
ple’s Fellowship Group on Sunday evenings, and 
visiting from time to time among the Key West 
members of the church and among the naval per- 
sonnel at other nearby bases. 


It is encouraging to note that every Sunday | 


morning a number of church members make sev- 
era] trips to Poinciana in their cars, bringing in 
children and grown-ups from that area. To those 
families who do not have cars this is a great help, 
and it enables many children to attend our Sunday 
School and Church who might not get in if they 
depended on buses. We might state in this con- 
nection that the superintendent of our Sunday 
School at present is a young naval officer from 
one of the nearby bases, and he is ably assisted by 
another officer. Both of these men assist with the 
transportation to and from (Poinciana. 


We have a most encouraging Young People’s 
Fellowship Group which meets each Sunday eveél- 
ing. In this group are a representative number 0 
young men from the Navy who take active part 
all phases of the work. These boys not only lead 
the meetings and participate when called on, but 
we find some of them enthusiastic and full of good 
ideas and eager to pass on hints as to how ae 
organizations back home were successfully carrie 
on. These young men are of a very high type 4! 
We endeavor to use them in as many phases 0 
church work as possible, and a number can always 
be found in the choir on Sunday mornings. 
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&1°THE Book For Our TIME!’ 
ze Over 600 pages on 
Christian apologetics, 
dealing primarily with 
three great subjects of 
the Christian faith: 
“The Creation of the 
World,” “The Resur- 
rection of Christ,’”’ and 
“The Judgment to 
Come.” 


$3.00 
Postpaid 
READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 


‘A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 
without.”” —B. C. Goodpasture, Gospel 
Advocate. | 

“The writer is famous but never more accu- 

_rate in his shots than here. An evangelical 
!? —-Frank S. Mead, Christian 
era e 


THE 


"RATA AIA ATA APA AVA ATA AP 


A Young People’s Council Supper is_ held 
monthly, and sometimes an additional recreation 
party during the month. These gatherings mean a 
great deal to these boys away from home, Just re- 


cently we had a joint Young People’s Fellowship 


and Choir outdoor weiner roast at one of the 
Poinciana homes which proved to be a real outing 
for the two groups, our sailor boys taking a very: 
active part. 


On Sunday evenings at the same hour as the 
Young People’s Group, there is an Adult Fellow- 
ship Group under the leadership of the young 
naval officer who is now acting as superintendent 
of the Sunday School. He always brings an in- 
spiring message to the group. He expects to enter 
Columbia Seminary this fall. | 


At the close of the two Fellowship Groups every 
Sunday evening a social] hour is held, during which 
the young and older people gather around for 
punch and homemade cookies. Incidentally, the 
cookies are provided each Sunday by one of the 
ladies of the Church. At the conclusion of the 
social hour there is usually a ‘““Hymn Sing” around 
the piano, and all look forward to this time of gen- 


eral fellowship. After our Navy boys leave us, let- — 


ters are often received in which they always men- 
tion the social hour on Sunday evenings. Each 
week the Secretary writes a card or short letter 

the young men who attend our Fellowship 


ATTENTION MINISTERS 
_ AND ELDERS 


Here’s How You May Obtain 
A Copy Of 


“ THEREFORE STAND ” : 


By Wilbur M. Smith 
FREE 


Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of a friend of The Southern 3 : 


Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- ¢% 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one §& 
church within the Presbyterian Church, U.S., who & 


will send us one subscription to The Southern & 
Presbyterian Journal at $1.50 per year, and who 3; 
will agree to read the book and endeavor to get ¢ 
other members of his Session to read it. The sub- § 
scription may be either for himself or for some- & 


one else. This offer good only to ministers and ¢ 


elders under conditions described above. We shall Z 
be glad to fill orders for others at $3.00 per copy & 
postpaid. = 


Offer Good Only Until May 15, 1947 


WRITE DIRECT TO 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL: 
WEAVERVILLE.NORTH CAROLINA 


Group, encouraging them to bring friends with 
them each Sunday. | 


Now, back to ‘Poinciana Extension for a few 
illustrations of what friendly contacts frequently 
mean to individuals. 


After Christmas, as I was returning to Key 


West by plane, a young mother with a tiny baby 


in her arms, sat across the aisle from me. I helped 
her fasten her safety belt, and soon learned that 
she was joining her husband who was stationed 
with the Navy in Key West. Her plane had been 
grounded in Washington, D. C., and she spent the 
night in the airport there. On the following day 
she spent hours waiting in the Miami airport, and 
was quite exhausted. She was anxious, too, for 
fear her husband had not received her message 
explaining her delay, but I assured her that she 
would be taken care of in case he was not there 
to meet her when we reached Key West. I learned 
the number of their apartment in Poinciana, and 
was able to answer many questions, which pleased 
her and made her feel at home. On arriving at 
Key West we found that the husband was not able 
to meet her, but he had left instructions. I as- 
sisted her in getting a cab, and as she drove away 
she called: “Don’t forget your promise to come to 
see me—and soon!” Early the following week I 
kept my promise and found the young people most 
appreciative. I have called several times, and while 
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they are not Presbyterians, they are friends, and 
certainly it is gratifying to know that just a small, 
friendly gesture can mean a great deal. 


The Secretary found in one home a young girl 
and a baby. After some conversation the girl 
stated that she was a Catholic, but that her hus- 
band was a Presbyterian. They had talked of hav- 
ing the baby baptized in the Presbyterian Church, 
even though they had not been attending church. 
While I was there the husband came in from work, 
and as he entered the door the girl said: “Honey, 
this lady is from the Presbyterian Church, and we 
do want to have the baby baptized in that Church, 
don’t we?” He replied. “Sure we do!” The pastor 
visited this couple and as a result of these visits 
the couple brought their baby in for baptism two 
weeks later. The father brought his letter into the 
church and the mother stood with him promising 
her support as the baby was baptized. Since that 
time they have been very regular in attendance at 
church services on Sunday. 


In another home I found a young woman living 
alone with her. mother who was mentally un- 
balanced. The girl was having some very unhappy 
and trying experiences. She told me that this was 
the first visit she had had from anyone since she 
moved to Poinciana nearly two months before. 
They were not members of any church, but she 
expressed a desire to attend the Presbyterian 
Church as soon as it was possible to leave her 
mother. The mother understood and remarked: “I 
want to go to church, too.’”” We hope that it may 


be possible for them to attend at some future date. | 


The majority of the peonle at Poinciana are 
always happy to receive a friendlv call. The fol- 
lowine illustration is typical of others: There is 
an elderly lady who keens house and looks after 
a two-year-old baby girl for the daughter who 
works to support them all. These two women are 
now attending our Presbyterian Church regularly, 
and are very avvreciative of every kindness, Each 
Sunday the elderly Jadv comes to the Defense 
Service Secretary and in a sweet. sincere voice 
says: “I want you to end up your visiting at noon- 
time at my house as often as you can this week 
and have coffee and a sandwich with me.” I have 
found that this kind grandmother is very lonely 
and for that reason I make an effort to accept her 
invitation as often as possible. The little girl is 
now attending the Nursery Department of our 
Sunday School. 


As we visit in Poinciana we find people of many 
different classes, types, and denominations, but 
everyone apvreciates sincere friendship, and that 
is what the Defense Service Secretary tries to give 
as she visits in this naval] housing area. We do pray 
that this work may continue here where the field 
is so large, and we ask for God’s continued bless- 
ing on our efforts. 


> 


Letter From Korean Missionaries 


On Board S.S. Daniel H. Lownsdale, 
Nearing Panama Canal, 
Somewhere in the Caribbean Sea, 


January 28, 1947. 


Dear Friends of the Homeland: 


Except for the fact that we are out in the 
middle of the Sea, far out of sight of land, it 


seems difficult to realize that really at last we are 
on our way back to Korea and to our beloved 


Korean friends and fellow workers in Christ. We 


were delayed so many times, waiting for pass- 
ports and military permits and having boats 
changed almost at the last minute, that sometimes 
we began to wonder if we ever would get off. But 
we knew the Lord would open the way in His own 
good time when He was ready for us to go. Now 
we are here on this fairly steady freighter, and 
after all the rush of getting off, we have time 
to relax and to count our blessings and to thank 
the Lord for all He has done for us. 


Our party of seven missionaries sailed for Ko- 


rea from Gulfport, Mississippi, on January 24, 


1947, Misses Ada McMurphy, Willie Burnice 
Greene, Margaret Hooper, Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
Knox, and Dr. and Mrs. J. V. N. Talmage. 


As we gathered in Gulfport from different parts 
of the country, Idaho, Atlanta, Kentucky, Gal- 
veston, and Montreat, we felt that all our friendly 
farewells had been said and that in Gulfport we 
would attend only to the grim business of assemb- 
ling our freight and baggage in a strange town 
among strange people, and get off on our ship 
without a friendly hand to wave us goodbye. 


Little did we understand the spirit of the people 
of Gulfport, Mississippi. Not only did the Presby- 
terlans entertain us in their homes, give us a 
beautiful tea in the Church House, and take us for 
drives and out to sea food dinners, but lovely 
friends of other denominations took us driving, 


invited one of our number to speak to the Young — 


Business Men’s Club, helped us secure our needed 
equipment and assisted us in many ways. 


Even the business people of Gulfport had _ this 
spirit of helpfulness. The bank was extremely help- 
ful in the matter of needed funds and procuring 
travellers’ checks, the Railroad officials found 
storage for our baggage until we could move it 
to the boat, merchants gave us discount on our 
purchases, and a doctor and dentist would accept 
no fee. To cap the climax a department store al- 
lowed one of our party to make a purchase at 
7:30 A, M. on the day we sailed. 


January of course is our Foreign Mission sea- 
son and we were very happy to help a number 
of churches and organizations with their Foreign 
Mission programs. On Sunday the two men spoke 
on Korea at three different churches in Gulfport 
and vicinity. The women spoke in Sunday School 
classes, and on Monday in Biloxi at the al] day 
Auxiliary luncheon meeting. That same afternoon 
at the Gulfport Auxiliary meeting, one led the 
devotional and another spoke on Korea. At this 
meeting we were all presented with corsages of 
exquisite camellias, so characteristic of the Gulf 
coast at this time of the year. 


On the day before we were to sail, we had 4 
truly unique experience. About one hundred Pres- 
byterians, representing four Mobile churches, drove 
over in a motorcade, a trip of 80 miles from Mobile, 
assembled at our hotel and met with us mission- 
aries. They drove us to the S.S. Daniel H. Lowns- 
dale and the whole party was given a chance to In 
spect the ship. Then they took pictures of the 
missionaries with their different groups of young 
people, Auxiliary women, the men, and the min- 
isters. The whole group gave us a luncheon at te 
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hotel and held a beautiful farewell service ending 
with “God Be with You Till We Meet Again.” 
At the close we were presented with a shower 
of attractive and useful gifts. 


As we sailed on Friday, the 24th, we were driven 
to the dock by kind friends of different denomi- 
nations who had been strangers but a few days 
before, and the Gulfport pastor and his wife were 
there to greet us and wish us “Bon Voyage.” | 


Truly our lines have fallen unto us in pleasant 
places, and we want all our new friends to know 
that their kindness warmed our hearts and en- 
couraged us and that we thoroughly appreciated 
all their lovely courtesies. 


We thank God for all the frinds we are leaving 
in the homeland, and we ask all to continue to 
pray daily for Korea and for us. 


With best wishes to all, 
Sincerely yours, 


Ada McMurphy, 

Willie Burnice Greene, 
Margaret H, Hooper, 
Maie Borden Knox, 
Robert Knox, 

Eliza E. Talmage, 

J. V. N. Talmage. 


WANTED 


A small group of Southern Presbyterians in 
Blue Mountain, Miss., a college town, wish to 
erect a church of our faith. We need an over- 
all sum of about $5,000.00. We will keep the 
title in our own hands to avoid the suction of 
mergers. The writer can be inquired of from 
the President of Southwestern College, Mem- 
phis, Tenn., or the local college, as per be- 
low, or from the Bank of Blue Mountain. 


Rev. J. L. McKINSTRY 
Blue Mountain, Miss. 


MONTREAT HIGH SCHOOL 
AND COLLEGE COURSES 
Accredited. Liberal arts, bus. ed., music, dra- 
matics, religious ed. A.B., B.S. degrees. Sports. 
Rate $320.06. Self-help scholarships, Catalog. 
DR. MARGARET SPENCER, DEAN 
P. O. Box ‘“S”’ Montreat, N. C. 


General Church News 


YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE 
AUGUST 7-10, 1947 


N. C. 


On March 7, a Planning Committee made up of 
representatives of the Joint Adult Committee and 
the Executive Secretaries of the Assembly agen- 
cies met in Atlanta, Ga., for the announced pur- 
pose of developing a program for an Adult Con- 
ference projected for August 17-10, 1947. After 
some discussion, it was unanimously agreed that 
instead of holding a conference for all-age adults, 
it would be better to emphasize young adult work 
and design the conference to meet the special in- 
terests and needs of young adults. 


This recognition of the importance of young 
adults in the life of our Church, and an awareness 
of the many important problems confronting 
young adults resulted in our leaders’ designating 
this as a “for young adults only” conference. | 


Miss Janie W. McGaughey, Mr. S. J. Patterson, 
Jr, Mr, Norman Cook, and two young adults, Miss 
Mary Boney and Dr. Walter Kyle, were appointed 
members of a special Young Adult Conference 
Committee charged with the responsibility of plan- 
ning a detailed conference program, and were 
given the authority to make all necessary arrange- 
ments for a successful conference. _ 


The tentative program as outlined will include 
the following features: | 


Some questions to be answered: What are 
are young adult groups doing? What ought to be 
the program for young adults? How does this fit 
your circumstances? What do Presbyterians be- 
lieve? 


Some information on: Government and admin- 
istration of the Presbyterian Church. Our Church 
at Work. Recreation. Worship. 


Presentation nied discussion of: The South To- 


day -Our Problems and Opportunities. A Chris- 


tian Looks at His World or a World View, Win- 
ning People to Christ. 


Consideration of: Man-to-Man Witnessing. Mar- 
riage and Divorce. Parental Responsibility. Chris- 
tian Citizenship. Alcohol. 


All young adults of our Church are cordially in- 
vited to attend this conference, but a special] invi- 
tation is extended to the more than 500 organized 
young adult groups of our Assembly, and it is 
hoped that many churches not having organized 
groups will send at least one delegate. — 


There will be a registration fee of two dollars 


" per delegate, or three dollars for a married couple. 


The conference will open on the afternoon of 
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August 7 and continue through the Sunday even- 


ing program, August 10. 
Make arrangements now for room and meals. 


Write direct to: Mr. Greer Johnson, Montreat, 


N. C. 


YAZOO CITY, MISS... 


Whereas, today (February 9, 1947), is the anni- 
versary of the commencement of the relationship 
of Pastor and Church existing between our beloved 
Pastor, Dr. Robert S. Woodson, and this congre- 
gation; and, 


Whereas, this relationship has been most 
2 iat agreeable and beneficial to our Church; 
and, 


Whereas, it is the sense of the Session of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Yazoo City, Miss., 
that some memorial should be had to express our 


appreciation of Dr, Woodson and his family, show-: 


ing our high regard for this addition to our 
Church; 


Be it therefore resolved, that this record be 
made of our approval and high regard for the fine 
work that has been accomplished by Dr. Woodson, 
under his leadership, during the first year of his 
pastorate, in increasing the membership of our 


Chureh and in the great development that has © 


taken place in every department and activity of 
our Church under his leadership; that may God’s 
richest blessing rest upon Dr. Woodson and his 
family, in the earnest effort which he is making 
and has made to further the establishment of God’s 
Kingdom on earth; 


And it is resolved that a copy of this resolution 
be given to Dr. Woodson and the press, and same 
to be spread upon our minutes. 

T. H. Campbell, Sr., Chm. 
Session Committee. 


News Items From Churches In 
El Paso Presbytery - Texas 


First Church - Lubbock: The month of March | 


has been marked by special occasions of great in- 
terest to church and community as it marks the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Reverend Dr. J. M. 
Lewis’ pastorate here. Dr. Lewis and his family 
came to the little town of Lubbock, with its popu- 
lation less than 5,000 in 1922, to the church with 
its membership of about 100, and they have re- 
mained these years to see both the town and the 
church grow in about the same proportions of ten 
to one. Lhe city has about 50,000 population now 
and the church’s membership is over the thousand 
mark. The anniversary was celebrated by the con- 
gregation in a church dinner given in honor of 
the tamily, and a reception to wnich the friends of 
the city were invited. A testimonial banquet to Dr. 
Lewis was also given at one of the hotels of the 
city by the men of the community who have ap- 
—* his services in the various affairs of city 
life. 


Organization of New Church at Lubbock: A 
Mission Sunday School of the First (Presbyterian 
Church here has been organized and enrolled by 


El Paso Presbytery, in called meeting on February 


27. The Mission has been known as the Locust 
Street Chapel since organization in 1940. It has 
been served by three pastors who served as Di- 
rectors of Student Work in the First Church, the 
Reverends W. Jack Lewis, Wm. H. Foster, Jr., and 
R. A. Partlow, the latter being the present pastor, 
The charter membership has fifty-three names but 
more will be added as the Presbytery permitted 
the congregation to leave the list open until an- 
other congregational meeting is held within two 
weeks. The name of the new church will be the 
Chapel Presbyterian Church of Lubbock. 


Survey of New Territory in El] Paso: One of the 
housing projects built by the government during 
the war in the City of El Paso has been sold to 
private owners. In this area there are two hundred 
home units. Around this, other additions are being 
constructed, all of which is adjacent to several 
highways leading out of the city. Under the leader- 
ship of Reverend W. H. Foster, Director of Pres- 


-bytery’s Work, a survey is being made by the 


churches of the city, Manhattan, Logan Heights, 
and Westminster, in a co-operative movement, and 
it is estimated that a good Sunday School will 
soon be projected by these churches. 


Fort Stockton: Reverend Thos. D, Murphy: has 
recently moved from Fort Stockton and the 
church is now looking for a minister to lead them 
in a fine opportunity of development. Presbytery’s 
summer camps will be held at Fort Stockton and 
plans are under way for setting up the camps. 
Pioneer Camp will be directed by Reverend C. B. 
Brinkley, of Colorado City, June 9-14, and the 
Senior Camp will be directed by Reverend John H. 
Justus, of E] Paso, June 16-21. 


Dr. Crosley Morgan has two engagements for 
services in churches in El Paso Presbytery: March 
9-16 at First Presbyterian Church, Clovis; and 
March 30 - April 6 at First Presbyterian Church, 
Lubbock. | 


Grandfalls Union Church, of which Presbyter- 
ians are a part, has invited the Director of Pres- 
bytery’s Work, Reverend W. H. Foster, to conduct 
Pre-Easter Services March 30 - April 6. Dr. Foster 
makes occasional visits to this church. 7 


AUSTIN COLLEGE 


A week of “religious emphasis” ended on a high 
plane on March 28, at Austin College, Austin, Tex., 
with follow-up services in the churches tying 1 
with a week of special prayer and preaching in 
the college chapel. More than 150 students indi- 
cated some type of specific decision as a result 0 
the week’s efforts. 


A team of three guest leaders directed the ac- 
tivities of the week: Rev. John Anderson, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Tyler; Rev. 
W. Jack Lewis, Associate Pastor and Director of 
Student Work at the University Presbyterian 
Church, Austin; and Mrs, Dayton Castleman, for- 
mer Missionary to China, now under appointment 
to return to the field with her husband, the pastor 
of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Tex- 
arkana. The over-all planning of the week and the 
activities of the week itself, were under the di 
rection of a large student-faculty committee head 
ed by Co-chairman Jack Lancaster, senior minis 
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terial student from Dallas, and Professor Glen 
Maxwell. 


The visitors were presented in brief introduc- 
tory addresses on Monday morning; and Mr. An- 
derson preached forceful evangelistic messages 
Tuesday through Friday morning, and on Wednes-~- 
day night. Mr. Lewis and Mrs. Castleman ad- 
dressed especially called meetings of the various 
campus organizations, the faculty, and the vet- 
erans of the student body. All three were used ex- 
tensively in a carefully planned program of per- 


One of the most popular features of the week | 


was the evening ‘“‘chat session” held in each dor- 
mitory at 10:30 o’clock nightly. These purely in- 
formal discussion groups were presided over by 
the members of the visiting team. 


Campus activities were concluded with a well- 
attended banquet in the college dining room. A 
worshipful program was climaxed with an address 
by Mr.. Lewis. 


Decision cards were used in the services, with 
an opportunity for those present to indicate a de- 
sire to accept Christ as Saviour; to reaffirm that 
faith if he had grown careless in the expression of 
it; to seek God’s will in his life; to treat his chosen 


- profession as an opportunity to serve God; to de- 


vote his life to full-time Christian service in the 
work of the Church. 


Presbyterian Retreat, Dallas, Tex. 


Thirty five ministers, representing ten Synods of 
Presbyterianism, including two from the U.S.A. 
Church, enjoyed a three-day retreat at the Jeffer- 
son Hotel in Dallas, Tex., during the last week 
in February, it was announced by Dr. Patrick H. 
Carmichael, Director of Leadership Education. 


The main leader of the group was Dr. Harrison 
Ray Anderson, Pastor of the Fourth Presbyterian 
Church, Chicago, Ill. Dr. Anderson led the group 
- rs consideration of “The Minister And His 

ork,’ 


Some six two hour sessions were held and the 
following themes were presented by Dr. Anderson 
and discussed by the group: The Pastor as a person, 
as a man of prayer, as a leader of worship, as the 
shepherd of the sheep and as a producer of Chris- 
tian character and service. 


During one period Dr. John H. Marion, Jr., 
Director of the newly created Committee of Chris- 
tian Relations, outlined the work his committee 
plans to do in keeping the Church informed of her 
responsibility in the daily life of the nation, 

Dr. John M. Alexander, Director of the Radio 
Committee of our Assembly, discussed the past 
achievements and the future plans of that com- 
mittee with the group. 


All those who attended the retreat testified that — 


they enjoyed the fellowship with the brethren, were 
stimulated and encouraged by the discussion and 
desired to continue in future years. 


Collegiate Home - Montreat 


Friends of Collegiate Home in Montreat, the 
ome for children of missionaries, will be inter- 
— to know that the Home will be open as usual 
this summer. Mrs. Gaines Webster, of Rogersville, 
€nn., will be the hostess-manager. . 
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Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


CHOIR GOWNS VESTMENTS 
PULPIT ROBES HANGINGS 
STOLES - EMBROIDERIES 
Communion Sets> Altar Ap- 


ah | alion a CHURCH GOODS 
CATALOG SUPPLY COMPANY 


ON REQUEST 82 


| pointments Altar Brass Goods 


Texas Presbyterians To Study 
Latin-American Work In 
TheirOwnSynod 


May 1947 has been designated by the Synod of 
Texas as a time for specia] study and emphasis on 
the work the Southern Presbyterian Church is 
doing among the Latin-Americans in Texas, An 
essay contest on the subject, “The Contribution of 
Presbyterianism in Texas to Latin-Americans,”’ 
is being sponsored by the Home Missions Commit- 
tee in connection with this special season. Any 
Presbyterian boy or girl not over eighteen years 
of age is eligible to compete. The length of the 
essay is limited to 2,500 words and they must be 


in the hands of Rev, Thos. B. Gallaher, Chairman, 


Synod’s Home Missions Committee, First Presby- 
terian Church, Waco, Tex., by May 1, 1947. 
Twenty-five dollars will be awarded to the son 
writing the best essay in each of the following 
groups: Spanish-speaking boys, Spanish-speaking 
girls, English-speaking boys, and English-speaking 
girls. It is hoped that the young people earning 
these awards will use the money to attend church 
conferences this summer. 


G. W. Crofoot, 
Secretary, Latin-American Work. 


THE SUFFICIENCY OF 
CHRIST’S DEATH 


The following direction for the visitation of the 
sick was written by the medieval theologian, An- 
selm, author of the famous work, Cur Deus Homo: 
“Dost thou believe that thou canst not be saved 
but by the death of Christ? The sick man an- 
swereth, ‘Yes’; then let it be said unto him ,Go to, 
then, and whilst thy soul abideth in thee, put all 
thy confidence in this death alone, place thy trust 
in no other thing; commit thyself wholly to this 
death, cover thyself wholly with this alone, cast 
thyself wholly on this death, wrap thyself wholly 
in this death. And if God would judge thee, say, 
‘Lord, I place the death of our Lord Jesus Christ 
between me and thy judgement; and otherwise I 
will not contend or enter into judgement with 
thee.’ And if he shall say unto thee that thou art 
a sinner, say, ‘I place the death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ between me and my sins.’ If he shall say 
unto thee that thou hast deserved damnation, say, 
‘Lord, I put the death of our Lord Jesus Christ be- 
tween thee and all my sins; and I offer his merits 
for my own, which should have, and have not.’ If 
he say that he is angry with thee, say, ‘Lord, I 
place the death of our Lord Jesus Christ between 
me and thy anger.’ ”’ 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
By A. Michael Ramsey 


The Westminster Press, 1946. 
126 pages. Price $1.00. 


This is a valuable study in Biblical Theology be- 
cause it reads the Bible in the light of the risen 
Christ. In the Resurrection it was not only our 
Lord who was raised, but His life on earth was 
raised with Him and seen in its true light. Indeed, 
the Resurrection is the exodus of the Messiah and 
His people from sin and death, and the creation 
of a new order. The Resurrection reveals God in 
His mighty redemptive acts until even theism be- 
comes resurrection-theism. ‘Read in its own light, 
the Bible has the Resurrection as its key. Its God 
is the God who raised up Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and in so doing vindicated His word in the 
Old Testament and in the Cross of Christ. It is 
only in virtue of the Resurrection that the Bible 


is one, and that the message of the Bible is co-— 


herent and true.’’ 


The Resurrection is not a mere typical survival 
to illustrate that fact that all good men survive; 
it is a unique redemptive act, a Divine interven- 
tion whereby Christ conquered death for our sakes. 
“The Resurrection is a miracle because it is a 
unique and redemptive and creative intervention 
of God; it interrupts the hitherto normal workings 
of historical cause and effect and the hitherto nor- 
mal workings of the order of human sinfulness, 
and ushers in a new stage in the cosmic process.” 
Even the changes in our astronomical thinking in- 
volve no modification of the essential New Testa- 
ment doctrine of the Resurrection and Ascension 
of Christ. Apparently, the ‘Professor of Divinity 
in the University of Durham, England, is not 
afraid to differ with the definition of the modern 
mind put out by the theological professors in 
Chicago! 

Again we find the summaries of the theologies 
of the four Gospels stimulating and the estimate 
of Christ’s relation to the Church sound and chal- 
lenging. There are many other valuable things in 
this careful study. We note differences with the 
author in his unwillingness to take some of the 
Gospel items at their full value and also in his in- 
terpretation of Paul too much, in our opinion, by 
Origen. We would respectfully urge that Paul be 
read in the light of the writings of his beloved 
physician and companion, Luke, and the more com- 


-mon Christian tradition represented by Clement 


or Rome, Ignatius, Justin and Irenaeus. But we 

heartily commend the tone, the content, the major 

affirmations and the scholarship of the study. 
—Wnm. C. R. 


Questions That Trouble Christians. By W. A. 
Poovey. Published by the Wartburg Press, Columbia 
15, Ohio. Price, $1.50. 


Ten questions that some-times puzzle Christians 
are selected by the author as a basis for this book. 
Among these ten questions are, ‘‘Does God Answer 
Prayer?”’, “‘Why Do Christians Have To Suffer?’’, 
“Are Denominational Differences Important?’’, 
“What Is Predestination?’, “Has Science Under- 
mined The Bible?” | 


These questions are answered by a minister of 
the Lutheran Church and therefore follow the well 


known Lutheran position on such subjects. Ad- 
herents of the Reformed Faith will not subscribe 
fully to his views on Predestination. The author 
seems to feel that Calvin manufactured the doctrine 
of Predestination to a large extent out of his 
imagination. Anyone fully acquainted with the 
works of Calvin must know that the Genevan Re- 


- former did not come to this doctrine with biased 


presuppositions in its favor, but rather he came to 
the Scriptures seeking to faithfully exegete their 
teaching’s. 


Apart from the author’s failure to appreciate 
the Reformed position in regard to Salvation we 
can commend this book as being a profitable one 
for Christians to read. It sounds some notes that 
have been missing in many quarters. For example, 
he exposes the weakness of the current notion that 
all men are travelling by different roads to the 
same place,—Heaven, The author faces the ques- 
tion whether Christians must believe that one 
religion is true and all others are false. He believes 
that this question lies at the heart of the Christian 
program. He remarks, “If we decide that any re- 
ligion, if believed and followed, will take us to 
Heaven then many are fools to sweat out their lives 
as missionaries to New Guinea or India. Christians 
then become fools to give liberally to the cause of 
missions when they are only replacing one valid 
religion with another. The whole drive of our re- 
ligion is gone if it is not unique. In recent years 
there has been a sapping of strength as far as 
Christian zeal is concerned largely because of this 
new tolerance.” The author, as all wise Christians 
must do, turns to the Word of God and shows that 
only through Christ and Christ alone can man be 
saved. His conclusion is, “Christianity claims to be 
the only religion, the only way in which a soul ean 
come into the Presence of God ... 


settle the issue for every Christian.” 


—John R, Richardson. 


JESUS AND OUR HUMAN PROBLEMS 
By Robert E. Speer 


Published by The Fleming H. Revel Copany, 
New York, N. Y. Price $2.50. | 


Dr. Speer contends at the present time the dom- 
inant theological interests are in the fields of the- 
ology and anthropology. He is of the opinion that, 
important as these studies are, the field of Christ- 
ology is even more important. In this connection 
he writes: ‘‘What we think about God on the one 
hand and about Man on the other hand will be de- 
termined by what we think about Christ. As the 
Son of God He revealed God to man, and as the 
Son of Man He revealed man to himself. The issues 
of theology as to the nature of God and of anth- 
ropology as to the nature of Man depend absolu- 
tely upon our doctrine of the Person of Christ.” 
In order to make his position plain he further 
states: “The Christian conception of Man and the 
Christian conception of God both depend upon the 


Christian conception of Jesus Christ, that is, the ; 


New Testament conception, the historic faith of 
the Christian Church, Eastern, Western, Roman, 
Reformed.” 


That our evangelical conviction of the Deity of 
Christ does not rest-upon a single foundation 15 
stressed by the author, though any one of these 
arguments should be sufficient. While recognizIng 


that should . 


u 
n 
| sl 
ot 
al 
ne 
1§ 
Ww 
W 
S 
el 
P 
C] 
he 
Sc 
in 
th 
an 
his 
-— de 
ev 
ac 
De 
wh 
ab 
gi 
elt 
as 
| Pu 
| Ha 
15: 
He 
de 
Th 
me; 
So 
of 


Apr. 15, 1947 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


the power of the numerous arguments for the 
Deity of Christ, Dr, Speer here lays special stress 
upon the self-consciousness of Christ as the Son 
of God. Dealing with this question the writer does 


not restrict this issue to the question of the Mes- | 
sianic consciousness of. Jesus. This thought is 


worked out in masterly fashion and_ should 
strengthen our faith in Christ as the unique: Son 
of God. 


The major thrust of this book deals with the 
good news of the Son of God as related to God, 
Man, human society, prayer, sin and_ suffering, 
and the: life beyond. His conclusion is that the 
good news of Christ must of necessity be too good 
not to be true. 

Apart from the author’s interpretation on Page 


122 of our Lord’s High Priestly prayer for unity 
we can commend this book to Christian people 


without reservation. A careful study of this book 


should increase our personal faith in Christ and 


enrich our Christian living. 
—John R. Richardson. 


— 


7 All Out For God. By Walter L. Alexander. 
Published by Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago 10, Ill, 140 pages. Price $1.50. Illustrated. 


This book is the story of the short but busy and 
happy life of John C. Cowell, Jr., the well known 
— Baptist preacher, as told by his father- 
in-law. 


The book begins by telling of the death of John 
then gives a flash-back to the beginning of his life. 
The first chapter gives an account of his parentage 
and deals with his life up to the time of his second 
birth. Chapter two tells of his studies, both at 
Moody Bible Institute and at home; an account of 
his first sermon and his uniting with the Baptist 
denomination are included. 2 


The third chapter of the book is packed with the 


evangelistic activities of twelve years; in this time 
John conducted revival meetings, married, and 
accepted the call to the Central Baptist Church of 
Decatur, Alabama. An account of his activities as 
pastor and teacher are included in chapter four. 
which tells of his executive and organizational 
ability. The last chapter leads up to his death and 
gives an account of the funeral. The book is con- 
cluded with three sermons preached by John. 


This is a book which would probably be valuable 
as an inspiring example to young preachers: it is 
a book to be read and passed on. 

—H. McKinley Weaver. 


The ABCs of Salvation. By J. J. Van Gorder. — 


Published by the Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago 10, Ill. Price, $1.50, 


Sermons On The Way Of Life. By Chaplain 
Harry F. McGee. Published by the Moody Press, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. Price, $1.50. 


John J. Van Gorder is an able Bible teacher. 
€ has given up the active pastorate and is now 
devoting his entire time to Bible conference work. 
This volume on “The A B Cs of Salvation” has a 
message both for the believer and the unbeliever. 
Ome of these sermons show remarkable insight 
and are developed in an interesting manner. One 
of the best is on the subject, “Satan’s Hatred of 


¥ PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
& Begin September, January, June or July ‘ 
* Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses § 
_ leading to A.A. or A.S. Degree. 
Preparatory: 10th, lith, 12th Grades. 
Veterans’ Refresher. 
Business Administration. — 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 
Instructor Rating. 

_ Aireraft and Engine Mechanics, 
Vocational Courses Prepare to Operate 
~ Apartments Available for Married Students. @ 
Registration Fee $5.00 

P. O. Box B : M 


Genesis.” Here the author makes this pertinent 
comment, “No other book in the Bible has been 
subjected to the fiery darts of the wicked one like 
the Book of Genesis. There is a reason. When I 
was a boy living on the Mason-Dixon Line there 
was much trouble for a few years in the tobacco 
fields. There was a group of desperados known as 
“The Night Riders’ who would sally forth under 
cover of darkness and destroy the tobacco beds. 
This was their method of destroying the tobacco 
cron. It was so much easier to destroy the plants 
in che bed than later in the fields. Genesis means, 
‘The Book of Beginnings.’ Here we find the great 
foundation doctrines—germs which are later un- 
folded in the Word of God. Destroy faith in this 
foundation book and faith is destroyed in all the 
balance of the Bible ... You see the devil and his 
‘Night Riders’ are attempting to destroy faith in 
the ‘germ plot’ of the Bible. To do this makes it 
_ he destroy faith in the balance of the Word 


Sermons On The Way Of Life came out of the 
recent world war. Chaplain McGee preached these 
sermons in Germany and with remarkable success. 
Through experience he has learned that the social 
gospel is a poor substitute for the Blood-bought 


Salvation from sin provided by Christ. He has. 


learned that we need more than ‘worship programs’ 
to break up the fallow ground of the cold, formal, 
Jifeless hearts of backslidden people and preachers 


-alike. 


Preceding each message the author has appended 
a personal note. These notes are intensely interes- 
ting. We can thank God for a chaplain with such a 
great Gospel and who is not afraid to preach it 
even in its fulness in the army. 
| —John R, Richardson. 


= 


THE WILSON ERA 
Volume I, Years of Peace, 1910-1917; Volume 


II, Years of War and After, 1917-1923. 615 and > 


654 pages. Price $7.50, Chapel Hill: The Univer- 
sity of North Carolina Press. 1946. - 


A masterpiece, by a master hand, on a master 
theme. One hardly knows which to admire most, 
the writer or his subject. Josephus Daniels and 
Woodrow Wilson made a pair. Their lives flowed 
together a few years before the presidential ca- 
reer of the one and the secretarial years of the 
other began, and ran alongside, in interest and 
affection and effort until ended by the death of 
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the great leader. One hardly knows which to ad- 
mire most. And the author does nothing in this 
work to elevate himself or to lower his subject. In 
the most natural and unaffected way he tells of 
his great friend and_ brother, with such touches as 
to bring out the personal phases of their mating, 
as well as the principles, aims and efforts of the 
leader. They were kindred snirits. sympathetic. af- 
fectionate. It was these traits that brought them 
together. The story of it is given in these splendid 
octavos. They are not a history, in the ordinary 
acceptation of the word, nor yet a biography, but 
just a direct, simple, “folksv” running account of 
thoughts and things sought. The volumes should be 
in every well-appointed library. They will be stan- 
dard books there. The beauty and strength of both 
these men, author and subject, lay in the fact that 
with like faith and faithfulness they were active 
Christian men. —George Summey, D.D. 


— 


Holy Hours In The Holy Land. By Walter R. 
Alexander. Published by William B. Eerdman’s 
ase Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 


The geography of the Holy Land has been called, 


“The Fifth Gosnel.”” Though this is somewhat of an_ 


overstatement it does express the truth that a 
knowledge of the Holy Land is invaluable to a 
proper understanding of the Bible. Dr. Alexander 
says concerning this land, “It is the world’s 
greatest drama. It spans forty centuries. Its actors 
link the vast empires of the past into a chain of 
circumstances that binds them willing captives. 
Neither the annals of time nor the imagination of 
man have produced its counterpart.” 


During the year 1934 the author visited the 
Holy Land and this book is a result of his observa- 
tions and studies. He believes that this little land 
holds a charm for the Christian world that is all 
its own. As he puts it, “It is not so much the charm 
of antiquity; Egypt is older. It is not so much 
the charm of natural beauty; it can not vie Fain 
Alpine Switzerland or sunny Italy ... it is rather 
the charm of that which is sacred and holy?” 


While this book is not in the same category with 
Georgie Adam Smith’s Monograph on the Holy Land 
it deserves a place in the Christian’s library as it 
has the merit of making many hallowed spots live 
again. Ten photographs taken by the author on 
this visit are included. They add much to the at- 
tractiveness of the volume. 

—John R, Richardson. 


The Year of The Tiger. By John Bechtel. Publish- 
ed by Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 
10, Til. 218 Pages. Illustrated. Price $1.50. — 


This is not a children’s book, as some might 
believe from the title, The author, who shows 
considerable talent as a writer, has drawn on his 
years of experience as a missionary in China, and 
has given a true, rather than a pretty picture of 
life there. 


The book is based on the idea that the “Year of 
the Tiger’? which is evéry twelfth year, is feared 
by all the people as a year of bad fortune. The 
book starts with the year of the tiger and tells 
what happened to one family in a small village. 
The time covered in the book is three occurences 
of the year of the tiger, and the years in between, 


and brings the reader up to the date of the 
invasion of China by Japan, and back to the same 
village in which the book begins. 


This volume is well written and compares 
favorably with other modern fiction. The plot 
begins with disaster, and builds up steadily, with 
short interludes of good fortune, until in the 
concluding chapter the fina] disaster’ is met and 
the heroine is victorious at last. The story, while 
brief, takes in part of the lives of three genera. 
tions of the Hsui clan. In following the adventures 
of little Po-nim one is reminded of some of Victor 
Hugo’s works. —H. McKinley Weaver. 


When Should The Majority. 


Not Rule? 
By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 


Present Temporary Address: Jewell Valley, Va, 
Permanent Address: Concord, N. C. 


The Government of the United States is based 
on the principle of representative rulers elected by 
the majority of the qualified voters. It has a two- 
party system—the minority party serves as a check 
on the majority. Because of the human element 
our government is not perfect but it is the best 
that is. Hitler is reported to have said that the 
United States is perpetually on the verge of civil 
war. That is the conclusion he drew from the 
presence of two political parties. He could not 
understand whv American neonple respect the at- 
thority of the ballot and believe in majority rule. 


Our Book of Church Order, Par. 15: “The power 
which Christ has committed to His Church vests 
in the whole body. the rulers and the ruled, con- 
stituting a spiritual commonwealth. This power as 
exercised by the people extends to the choice of 
those officers whom He has appointed in His 
Church.” All our officers are elected by the ms- 
iority of the qualified voters. Our Book of Church 
Order is amended bv a majority of the Presby- 
teries ratified hv the General Assembly. An amend- 
ment to the Confession of Faith and Catechisms 
and union with another body of believers or ar- 
other denomination requires a three-fourths ma- 


jority of the Presbyteries. 


As the matter of church union is before our 
Church we may expect a great many appeals for 
loyalty to the Church and to abide by the will of 
the majority. And many of our people will be in- 
clined to vield for the sake of veace to the will 0 
the majority. In all matters of policy and expedi- 
ency the Christian should abide bv the will of the 
majority and obey the laws of his country. He 
may be convinced in his own mind that the law 1 
unwise, inconvenient, unnecessary. or even I 
trary but nevertheless he must obey it. But, 45 
John Calvin taught: “When the law of man con- 
travenes the law of God, the Christian must obey 
God.” This is the germ of civil and religious lib 
erty. To this principle we owe all our freedom 
from tyranny in the state and from despotic rult 
in the church. 


In our Confession of Faith, Chap. XX, Par. IJ: 
“God aJone is Lord of the conscience, an — 
left it free from the doctrines and commandmer 
of men which are in anything contrary to Is 
Word, or beside it in matters of faith or worship. 
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So that to believe such doctrines or to obey such 
commandments is to betray true liberty of con- 
science; and the requiring an implicit faith, and 
an absolute and blind obedience, is to destroy lib- 
erty of conscience, and reason also.” | 


Is it contrary to the Word of God to teach that 
the inspiration of the Scriptures, the virgin birth 
of Jesus Christ. the vicarious atonement, the re- 
surrection of Christ, and His second coming, and 


His miracles, are mere theories and not necessary 


for one to believe in order to be ordained to the 
Presbyterian ministry? Jude wrote, that we “should 
earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to 
the saints.” 


(Peter informed the powers that be in Jerusalem, 
who tried to stop him and John from preaching: 


“We ought to obey God rather than man.” Joshua 


did not ask the majority to tell him, whom he 
would serve, but said: ‘‘Choose you this day whom 
ye will serve, but as for me and my house we will 
serve the Lord.” Daniel did not ask the majority 


nor even the king, as to whether he would pray | 


three times a day. His three companions did not 


leave it to the majoritv as to whether they would. 


ce down to the golden image in the plain of 
ura. 


The Waldensians in Italy, the Protestants under 


William the Silent in Holland, the French Hugue- 
nots, the Puritans of England, and the Cove- 
nanters of Scotland, were not governed by ma- 
jority rule or “by the powers that be” in matters 
of conscience. They recognized that God alone is 
Lord of the conscience. And because they were 
willing to endure persecution, torture and death 
for Christ’s sake and for conscience’s sake we 
enjoy the great measure of civil and religious lib- 


erty in our country today. 


Let us not forget “to obey God rather than 
man,” and that “God alone is Lord of the con- 
science.” 


Thoughts From leaiah 
(Chapter ITI) 


In this chapter the Lord speaks concerning 
The Confusion Caused by Sin. 3 


Sin upset Israel and Judah; sin has upset the 


_world—all the chaos and confusion of our mod- 


ern age is the result of its work in the hearts 
and brains and lives of men. We often hear the 
expression, “It does not make sense,’”’ concerning 
some plan or project. This is not strange. Sin, 
sometimes in the form of strong drink, sometimes 
in the form of devil-inspired philosophy, has so 
confused the thoughts and feelings and acts of 
men that some utterly senseless program is adopted 
by men who ought to know better, and think 
more clearly, 


. The prophet saw what sin had done for his na- 
on. 


On account of sin—because of their tongues 
and their doings—sins like those of Sodom, open- 
ly committed, the Lord sent judgment upon them. 

e took away the inside braces which stabilize 
the whole national fabric. Sin is a great subtract- 
Ing force; it takes away all that is fine and strong. 

result is confusion in every department of 


ife 

Sin brings confusion in the economic life of a 
beople: the whole stay of bread and water is taken 
away. A starving nation is a confused nation. Is 


not a great deal of the terrible lawlessness, an- 
archy, violence, riots, and revolutions of our world 
due to this upset economy? 

Sin makes confusion inevitable in our civil 
life—our relation to one another as citizens. It 
deprives us of able leadership. The mighty man, 


the judge, the prophet, the prudent, the counsel- 


lors, the cunning artificers, and eloquent orators, 
are all “taken away.” When Judah lost her able 
citizens, she was near the end; when France drove 
away its best men and women by persecution, her 
doom was sealed. 

Sin brings chaos into political life: children be 
come our rulers; women and babies rule, and men 
refuse to become leaders.” In that day shall he 
swear, saying, I will not be a healer, (binder up); 
for in my house there is neither bread nor cloth- 
ing: make me not a ruler of the people.” Do not 
good men shun public office because of the cor- 


ruption in politics? 


Sin causes oppression. Wicked leaders “beat my 
people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor.” 


Sin ruins both social and home life. It has cor- 
rupted “the daughters of Zion.” ‘“‘Because the 
daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with 
stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking 
and mincing as they go,”’—the Lord will take away 
from these silly, “sophisticated women,” all their 


ornaments and beauty. As long as the women of © 


a country are pure and strong and true, there is 
hope, but when they, too, become bemuddled by 
sin, then the end is near. Is not this picture in 
pos 16-24 only too true of many women in our 
ay? 

Sin, when it is finished, brings forth death. This 
is true both of individuals and of nations. “‘Iniquity 
has been our ruin,” is the epitaph of many per- 
ished nations. “Thy men shal] fall by the sword— 
and she being desolate shall sit upon the ground.” 


The lesson for us is so plain that it seems 
needless to apply it. Why will an enlightened na- 
tion like ours persist in a course which has de- 
stroyed all other nations that have gone down? 
Why not eradicate the worm that is destroying 
the tree rather than spend a lot of time pruning 
and patching the tree? Sin has confused our minds 
and hearts, seared our consciences, weakened our 
wills, and directed many of our acts. Get rid of 
sin and order and peace will be restored. 


This is the reason that many of us refuse to 


“serve tables” and insist upon preaching the Gospel 


which is the power of God unto salvation, instead 
of a so-called ‘“‘social gospel” which often refuses 
to start at the root of the trouble. No matter how 
hard we try to straighten out the tangles in our 
very complex world we will never succeed until 
we begin where God begins—with SIN. —J.K.P. 


Wings For The Soul 


“Lord, I would be a pool within Thy shadow, 
Serene and sheltered, fed by living streams, 
Pure from the scum of life, to mirror clearly 
The Sun of Righteousness, with healing beams, 
And cup the Morning Star’s most gentle gleams, 
That lilies may arise from earthy substance 
To breathe a holy love, adoringly. 

Let me refresh the heartsick and the wayward, 
So Heaven’s reflected glory they may see 
And lift remembering faces up to Thee— 


A-small, secluded pool, within Thy shadow— 


Oh, Lord of Beauty! cleanse and sweeten me.” 
—Selected. 
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“Have you, too, been over-looking 


“The Best Investment 


In the World?” 


this booklet 


Recently we received this from a man in 
Texas (name furnished on request): 


“One of your booklets has fallen into my hands 
and it would appear from its perusal that the im- 
possible is made possible, in that one can have 
their cake and eat it too. I understand that a cer- 
tain part of the funds given you can be deducted 
as a donation on income tax forms, and also a part 
of the interest received from you can be deducted 
for a certain number of years. It looks like I have 
been overlooking the best investment in the world. 
I only hope to increase the amount sent you many 
fold during the next few years.” 


He was referring to our Annuity Gift plan, 
whereby one can buy a guaranteed lifetime in- 
come for himself or for another person and at 
the same time make a gift of the principal to 
Foreign Missions. 


His letter is only one of many wi our files 
from happy annuitants. A widow in Florida 
writes: ? 

“After my husband’s death I turned over his 
life insurance funds to the Executive Committee 


of Foreign Missions on the Annuity Plan. This has 
proved most satisfactory, insuring relief from the 


wt 2 
GIFT TO. 
FOREIGN 
SIONS 


what these people 
say .. . then send for 


uncertainty of making safe investments, prompt 
interest payments and that the funds would finally 
be used as we desire they should be.” 


A retired missionary who is an annuitant 
writes from North Carolina: 


“Tt is a most attractive plan by which those who 
desire to aid the world-wide extension of the 
Kingdom of God can do so without depriving them- 
selves of the necessities of life. The Annuity Fund 
yrovides an opportunity by which a lover of the 
Kingdom may be a channel of blessing to benighted 
souls throughout the earth by the investment of 
funds that will bring him an interest which will 
compare favorably with rates secured from the 
leading business concerns. All the while he is com- 
forted by the assurance that his investment 1s 
under the contro] of an absolutely trutworthy 
agency who has at heart not only the best interest 
of the investor but also the greatest good of the 
benighted nations of the earth. Best of all, his in- 
vestment continues to discharge its beneficent mis- 
sion after the investor has finished his earthly ca- 
reer and joined the ranks of the great company 
before the Throne.” 


- Our Annuity Gift plan offers many advan- 
tages which we will welcome the opportunity 
to explain. Let us send you without charge or 
obligation, a copy of our booklet, “A Guar 
anteed Life Investment With Mutual Benefits 
For Yourself And Others.” Write to: 


Curry B. Hearn . Treasurer 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS 
_ Presbyterian Church in the U. S. | 
P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Ten®. 


= 
{ 
| 
SSS | 
| 
| 
SN 
SFINANCIAL 
| \ SECURITY | 
NX 


1947 


pt 
ly 
nt 


